
A circular walk, starting and finishing at
 Bridge 151 at Salterforth. 

O.S. map 103, grid ref 890454

by Margaret and Geoff Rothwell

Approx. 7-8 miles, walk rating - easy/medium, 
boots advisable in wet weather.

From Bridge No 151 at Salterforth proceed along the 
towpath towards Liverpool. In war-time, munitions 
were delivered by boat and stored here. Further along 
you will pass the County Brook feeder where water 
from White Moor Reservoir either enters the canal 
or passes underneath it in a culvert. At Br. 147 cross 
over the bridge and continue uphill towards the farm. 
Walk through the farm and along the lane behind until 
reaching the T-junction with the B6251. Go forward 

Salterforth wharf, looking towards Bridge No 151 and 
Liverpool, around 1900. The Industry of William 
Oldfield, from Riddlesden, is tied up at the wharf. The 
upper view is of the other side of the bridge.

There was a warehouse on the wharf at Salterforth 
from around 1900 until 1937. This picture was taken 
when demolition had just started.

The Rain Hall Rock quarry around 1920, when it had 
ceased being used. Boats would have loaded limestone 
straight from the quarry face, the cana passing through 
two tunnels to reach the quarry from the canal’s main 
line. The bridge carried a farm track over the workings, 
which have now been filled in with refuse.
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the left onto a footpath. You will see the 
Cross Keys pub on  your right. Go up the 
hill and then you can see The Barlick pub 
on the left of the road.

You are now in Barnoldswick. Turn 
right and then left onto Albert Street and 
go forward until you meet the main road. 
Turn right a continue to the traffic lights 
and then turn left onto Rainhall Road. 
Follow this down, passing the Silentnight 
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following the sign to BLACKO, with White Moor 
Reservoir (Constructed in 1841, it holds 146 million 
gallons of water, enough for 4,500 lockfulls, and cost 
£33,000) on your right-hand side. After 3/

4
 mile you 

reach another junction where you turn right. This is 
a quiet road (sign — ‘No through road’). Continue 
on, with Blacko Tower on the left and after a while 
Pendle Hill, both famous local views, until you reach 
a stile/gate where the road terminates.

This is a good place to rest and enjoy the view. 
Ribble Valley is to the left, and Ingleborough, Pen-
y-Ghent and the Yorkshire Dales can be seen clearly 
on a good day.

After the stile, turn right and proceed across 
moorland, passing a cairn showing Weets Hill. As 
the path starts to drop downhill, look for a stile on 
the right which leads into a narrow lane. Follow the 
lane downhill until it reaches an area of housing. At 
the end of the road turn left and then right onto a 
main road. Turn left onto the main road and continue 
until it meets another main road coming from the 
right. Continue across the road bearing slightly to 

The bridge carrying the towpath over 
the Rain Hall Rock branch around 1900, 
looking towards Skipton.

factory, until you reach Br. 153 on the canal. Ice 
creams can be obtained at the marina, or pass over 
the bridge and turn right onto the towpath to return 
to Bridge No 151. The trees seen on your left surround 
the remains of the Rainhall Rock branch canal where 
limestone was excavated. If you are observant, you 
can even find the bottom of the towpath bridge over 
the branch. Later, you pass one of the Barnoldswick 
branch railway bridge abutments before arriving 
at the Anchor Pub — good food as well as liquid 
refreshment. Have a good walk! If you still have the 
enthusiasm, see if you can find one of the supports 
for the vertical rollers which guided towlines around 
the sharp bend by the road bridge.


