
The canal company offices were destroyed by 
incendaries during the Second World War, though 
the front entrance survived intact into the 1960s.

Above: The canal basin as seen from Leeds 
Street in 1984, after the warehouses shown 
below were demolished.
Below: The view along Leeds Street in 1979, 
when the canal company warehouses were 
still standing.

The warehouses in use around 1900.

The view along Pall Mall around 1990. The white house 
was originally occupied by the wharf master, and the canal 
company head offices were next door.

The area between Vauxhall Road and 
Pall Mall was full of industry, some 
small scale and some large, like the 
tramway electricity station seen above. 
There were also numerous coal and 
stone yards, as well as the wharfs for 
dealing with the city’s nightsoil and 
horse manure, which was taken out to 
West Lancashire as fertiliser.

A group of boatmen pose outside the mission 
on Pall Mall. Originally part of the Liverpool & 
Wigan Canal Boatmen’s Mission, it was taken 
over by the Mersey Mission to Seamen in 1905.

This plan was drawn 
around 1885 to show 
where the new road - 
Pall Mall -  would run, 
and how the canal 
basin would be cut 
back. The short canal 
arms were covered by 
warehouses.
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The canal terminus was built on what was the northern 
edge of the town in 1770, Leeds Street getting its name as 
a result of the canal. The terminus was next to Old Hall 
Street, with the canal later extended under the street to 
end just above Dock Road and Princes Dock. Although a 
link into the Mersey was part of the canal scheme, there 
were continual disputes with the Town Council over exactly 
where this should be. The Council were concerned that 
it did not interfer with the docks as they were extended 

Few photos of the canal basin survive. This one, from around 
1900, shows two boatwomen posing on the stern deck of 
their boat.

northwards. Eventually, in 1846, a link was finally opened 
as part of the construction of Stanley Dock.

The hump-backed canal bridge on Old Hall Street 
was a bottleneck for traffic to and from the new docks. To 
overcome this, the Council built Pall Mall around 1880, 
with the canal basin between there and Dock Road filled 
in. New canal warehouses built along Pall Mall replaced 
those previously on Old Hall Street, and were extended 
over the years prior to 1914.

A view from Old Hall Street in 1975 showing the old basin site. 
The lattice railway bridge once crossed the canal.

Little survives of the old canal basin except for these offices 
which were used by Wigan Coal & Iron Company. In 1985, 
the edge of the basin could still be found next to the building. 

Left: The northward extension of the docks and the canal 
basin can be seen in these three maps. Today, canal boats can 
reach Albert Dock by the new canal across Pier Head.

The site of the Borough Jail, 
and later an L&YR goods yard. 


