
The route of the proposed Leeds & Selby Canal was 
well to the south of the town centre. Hol Beck may 
have been suggested as a way of connecting the Leeds 
& Liverpool Canal to the Aire & Calder Navigation, but 
instead the canal basin was built, providing a centre on 
the canal in Leeds for handling cargoes.
Note the number of water mills close to the town centre. 
The closure of the mill races has created a bottleneck 
for flood water, and flooding happened quite often.

It was suggested that the 
river up to Armley could be 
used by boats in the 1820s, 
and a connection was made 
when the railway was built, 
creating the Dark Arches 
- and free covered goods 
storage for the canal. The 
lock into the river, below, 
survived until the 1970s, 
though not in use by then.
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The new basin before redevelopment.

Leeds Lock, on the Aire & Calder Navigation, has been 
extended over the years. The now-disused lock to the 
right of the house was built in the 1770s, and is the same 
size as locks on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal.

Steam tugs towed boats up 
and down the river between 
the canal and the navigation 
until the 1930s. There is 
no towpath on the river in 
Leeds, and without the tugs 
boats had to sail down on 
the current or be pushed 
upwards by the use of long 
wooden shafts. Although hard 
work, some boatmen always 
shafted their boats upstream 
as it saved having to pay for 
a tug.

Leeds Bridge

Riders boatyard, with the railway station behind.



In 1777, the Leeds & Liverpool Canal was opened from 
Shipley to Leeds. The route in Leeds took some time to 
set out, as there was the possibility of joining the Leeds 
& Selby Canal. However, that canal failed to get an Act of 
Parliament, so the Leeds & Liverpool Canal was built to 
meet the River Aire just below a ford crossing the river. 
Canal boats then sailed down to Leeds Bridge where they 
joined the Aire & Calder Navigation.

Was the canal warehouse, seen above, built before the canal? 
There is certainly a possibility as it is unusual to have a 
warehouse alongside a lock, and other features, such as 
mounting steps on the lock side, are difficult to fit in with 
canal operation. The arm into the warehouse, now filled 
in, could have been added later.
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Kennet at Bradley, near Skipton, in 2012.

The Society encourages greater understanding and 
appreciation of the canal, ensuring that its traditions and 
heritage are recorded and continued. We hold lectures, 
arrange guided walks, and provide information about the 
canal’s history. A twice-yearly newsletter gives details of 
events and happenings, as well as publishing articles on 
the canal and its history.

Friends of Kennet 
The Society owns Kennet, an unconverted working 
boat. Partly funded by the Heritage Lottery, Kennet 
has displays about canal life, and moves to venues 
along the canal. 

Friends of Kennet help maintain and move the 
boat, and arranges training sessions in boat handling 
and other facets of canal life. We are delighted to 
hear from people who would like to sponsor work on 
Kennet or to give a donation.

Email: friendsofkennet@gmail.com

The River Aire in flood in 1946.

River Lock, with Riders 
boatyard on the right.

The office at Office Lock was built around 1850 after the 
canal’s head office was moved from Bradford to Leeds. 
Management committee meetings were often held here.

The canal basin, looking towards River Lock, in the 
1970s. The entrance to the arm in the warehouse can 
be seen beyond the more modern warehouse built to 
handle paper for the Yorkshire Post. The building on the 
right, and below, was used by the local canal boatmen’s 
mission. They had a second mission on the Aire & Calder 
Navigation just below Leeds Bridge.


