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When Greenberfi eld Locks opened in 1794, there was 
an water-wasting two-rise lock and a single lock [1] 
which were replaced by three single locks in 1820. 
By the second lock was Gill Rock quarry [2], with a 
tramroad from the quarry to the canal. Limestone was 
also the main cargo behind the proposed Settle Canal 
[3] which would have joined the Leeds & Liverpool 
Canal just above the locks.
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The Society was founded in 1998 to help promote 
the canal and to encourage greater understanding and 
appreciation of the canal’s history and environment. The 
Society works to ensure that the traditions and heritage 
of the canal are recorded and continued. A twice-yearly 
newsletter gives details of events and happenings on the 
canal as well as publishing articles on aspects of the canal 
and its history.

Friends of Kennet 
The Society also looks after Kennet, one of the 

last unconverted boats which worked on the canal. 
Friends of Kennet help maintain and move the 
boat, and training sessions in boat handling and 
other facets of canal life are planned.

We would be delighted to hear from people who 
would like to sponsor work on Kennet or to give a 
donation to the Friends of Kennet.

Contact: friendsofkennet@btinternet.com

Kennet at Armley, near Leeds, in 2010.

The new locks at Greenberfi eld, with the old lock keeper’s 
cottage beyond the bridge. The old canal went on the far side 
of the cottage.

Salterforth [15] was once more important than it 
looks today, with several boatmen living in the village, 
and a boatyard for repairing boats. One of the many 
lime kilns alongside the canal was located here, just 
next to the road below the present entrance to the 
wharf, though nothing remains today. A warehouse, 
similar to that at Barnoldswick, was built here in 
1898. It was demolished in 1937.

Originally water for the canal only came from 
reservoirs at Foulridge. When a new reservoir 
was built at Winterburn, a pipeline linked it with 
Greenberfi eld, and just beyond the lock keeper’s 
house is its outlet into the canal [4], inscribed with its 
opening date, 17th August 1893.

Between two bends in the canal [5], a footpath into 
the fi eld on the towpath side follows the line of the old 
Skipton Road. This was the original main road from 
Barnoldswick to Thornton, and a bridge should have 
been built here. Instead, the canal company built a 
new road to the locks alongside the canal.

The warehouse at Salterforth during demoltion in 1937. 
Some of the foundations can still be seen, but much of the 
wharf has been covered in tarmac, hiding the remains.

Otter waiting in the old Long Ing Bridge, where the towpath 
changes from one side of the canal to the other. The bridge 
has been replaced so that the towpath does not pass under 
the bridge, so horse-drawn boats would now have to undo 
their tow line before sailing through.
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At Skipton Road Bridge, is Coates New Mill [6]. 
Bankfi eld Mill [7] is alongside the towpath. Opened as 
a cotton weaving mill in 1910, from 1940 it was used 
for building jet engines by Rolls Royce; the famous RB 
211 jet engine is named after Rolls Barnoldswick.

In 1897 a warehouse [8] was built on the towpath 
near the bridge. It was a wood framed building which 
remained in use until 1922. The stone wharf frontage, 
the mooring rings and foundations survive. 

Around Long Ing Bridge [9] were three mills; 
Long Ing Shed, opened in 1887, with space for almost 
2,000 looms, Moss Shed, was opened in 1903 for 2,160 
looms, and Barnsey Shed, built in 1911, with space for 
2,100 looms. All the mills had their boiler houses 
next to the canal for coal delivery, and to use canal 
water for condensing the exhaust steam from their 
mill engines. This created a vacuum, which made the 
engines much more effi cient.

The new road bridge under The new road bridge under The new road bridge under 
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Just beyond Barnsey Shed was Rain Hall Rock 
[10], one of the canal company’s limestone quarries. 
There was a bridge carrying the towpath over the 
entrance to the quarry’s canal, and a few stones from 
the parapet survive. A tunnel gave boats access to the 
quarry. It closed in 1893, the end part being used as a 
landfi ll site. 

On the towpath beyond Lower Park Marina [11], On the towpath beyond Lower Park Marina [11], 
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converting limestone into lime which was used 
as a fertiliser, as a mortar, and for decoration in 
workshops.

The railway into Barnoldswick opened in 1871, and 
a bridge abutment [13] survives from after it closed in 
1965. By road, Barnoldswick was a little remote until 
the new road [14] was built in the 1920s.

Rain Hall Quarry, with limestone being loaded into boats at 
the rock face.

The boatyard at Salterforth in The boatyard at Salterforth in 
the 1930s.the 1930s.


