
The old canal warehouse 
and Anchor Bridge.

Upwards from Higherland Lock
Higherland Bridge is close to Gargrave’s car parks. The 
lock-keeper’s house here was extended around 1900, 
possibly adding a toll office, and there were stables for 
boat horses behind the house. On the bridge parapet, note 
the grooves made by towing lines from when horses pulled 
boats along the canal. 

Further up the locks, just before Anchor Bridge, was 
a warehouse, probably re moved when the bridge was 
rebuilt in the 1920s. Beyond the next locks is Priest Holme 
Aqueduct  which carries the canal over the River Aire. On 
its eastern side ice shoots were once built in the win ter to 
allow ice from the canal to be fed into the river. Ice on a 
canal causes problems for boats and gets behind lock gates 
making it impossible to open them fully.

After the aqueduct there is also a changeover bridge, 
where the towpath moves from one side to the other. When 
boats approached from Gargrave, the horse towing the boat 
would pass under the bridge before crossing it so that the 
towing line did not need uncoupling.

Above the fi rst of Bank Newton locks a stream passes 
un der the canal. Once this could feed the canal, and the 
remains of the sluice can still be seen from the towpath 
beyond the gar den of the old lock-keeper’s house. Above beyond the gar den of the old lock-keeper’s house. Above 
the second lock is the present lock-keeper’s house, as well 
as workshops, now a house, where lock gates and other 
wooden canal structures were once built. They can be seen 

Bank Newton Locks and the canal work shops around 1920.

Higherland Lock in the 1930s.

The changeover bridge 
above the locks.

Bank Newton Locks and the wild fl ower meadow today.

The disused water regulating house where 
the feed from Winterburn Reservoir 
entered the canal above Holme Lock.

Eshton Road Lock around 1920.



in the picture above in the 1890s, with cast iron pipes for the 
line from the canal’s new reservoir at Winterburn. 

On the same side of the canal, just above the next lock, a 
wild fl ow er mead ow is be ing cre at ed by the lock-keeper. At 
the top of the locks is another lock-keeper’s house, the home 
of Mr. Kendall around 1920 who is seen with his family below. 
It is possible to return to Gargrave by a footpath through the 
fi elds by the new lock-keeper’s house.

Downwards from Higherland Lock
Below Higherland, at Eshton Road Lock, there is an old corn 
mill and warehouse. Next to the lock was the local coal yard, 
the coal coming by canal from the Wakefi eld area or Burnley. 
Above the last lock at Holme Bridge is a small brick building 
on the off side of the canal. This was where water feeding the 
canal was regulated when Winterburn Reservoir opened in 
1893. Today it is no longer used, and water enters the canal 
here by the original supply sys tem. Water passes under the 
canal above the lock and enters the canal just below, beyond 
Holme Bridge.

Boats waiting outside the corn 
mill at Eshton Road because of water shortage; 
Bank Newton Lock, and the canal workshops around 1910.

The society helps promote the history and heritage of 
the canal, and to work with others to help improve the 
canal’s environment. You can fi nd out more about how 
to join the society on our web pages:

www.llcs.org.uk. 
or from the Secretary:

c/o Warren House, 27 Skipton Road, Gargrave, BD23 3SA.

Copies of this leafl et can be downloaded from:

 www.mikeclarke.myzen.co.uk/Downloads.html
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