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The Society’s AGM will be held at Accrington Library, 
which I hope is a fairly central location, relatively easily 
accessible from most places along the canal.

Members of the committee will be seeking re-election, 
and we are always looking for new members for the 
committee. If there are any nominations, those being 
nominated must agree, and all nominations should be 
sent to the Society’s Secretary at least seven days prior 
to the AGM. If you have any proposals or items for the 
agenda, these should also be sent to the Secretary seven 
days before the meeting.

QUESTIONAIRE AND DIARY DATES
We are sending out a questionaire with this newsletter. 

Please take the time to reply as we are keen to know what 
members want in the way of events, meetings and articles 
the newsletter.

The dates for your diary is also on a separate sheet 
so it can be pinned up for easier reference. Please make 
photocopies if you have anywhere that they can be 
usefully displayed.

We are also seeking a Minutes Secretary to take a 
record of the committee’s discusions. The committee 
meets four times a year at different locations in Lancashire 
and Yorkshire, and it would be possible to divide the job 
by region to reduce the travelling and work load. Ideally, 
the person would not need to be a committee member, so 
the only work involved is recording the discusion.

The meeting will start at 2-00 pm, and there will be 
some form of entertainment after such as slide show or 
video. There will also be the usual refreshments.

Stretford Power Station in 
1970, with Irwell, owned by 
James Monk, just arriving for 
unloading. A new book on the 
last coal-carrying fl eets on the 
L&LC has just been published 
and is reviewed on the back 
page.
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Boaters using the six locks at Bank Newton will 
appreciate the scenic beauty and interest as they travel 
up or down the locks, different views appearing at each 
corner and lock. Few places on the canal system can 
match the view to be had towards the Yorkshire Dales 
from Saw-pit Lock (lock 38). On the canal’s off-side, 
between Saw-pit Lock and Bridge 166, is a 2 to 3 acre 
area of British Waterways owned meadowland which is 
now being managed as a conservation area and wildlife 
habitat, and through which access is permitted on a 
designated path.

Along the path will be placed small information 
boards, one of which, generously paid for by the Society, 
has been sited in a position giving the best view locally 
of the lower locks and canal stretching towards the 
Yorkshire Dales, and will contain information about 
the canal. The two remaining boards will contain 
information about the wildlife, plants and management 
of the area. A couple of benches along the path provide 
the opportunity for a sit down with a view.

To start up this project, I applied for funding through 
the ‘Natural Pioneers Millenium Awards’ scheme, set up 
by the Millenium Commission and the British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers. This scheme has paid for the 
materials required to provide safe access through the 

area, information boards and benches, specialist advice 
and training in aspects of conservation.

British Waterways paid for the fi rst mowing of the 
meadow last year, one of the fi rst steps in managing the 
area for conservation. I am very grateful to the Society 
for the donation towards this year’s mowing, and look 
forward to wel com ing the working party of rakers on 
September 24th (rounding off the day with a barbecue).

I am also grateful to members of the Yorkshire Dales 
Conservation Volunteers for all the work they have put 
in over the past year, rebuilding drystone walls, fencing, 
planting young trees (provided through the Craven 
District Council Amenity Tree Scheme), constructing 
steps, and more. I am encouraging interested groups and 
individuals to carry out surveys of the plants, insects, 
bats and other mammals to be found, and I plan to use 
some of this information in the boards, as well as inviting 
people to record their own observations on the plants 
and wildlife day by day.

If you are walking the towpath or boating through 
Bank Newton locks and the short ponds are not throng 
with boats, feel free to moor up for a while between Saw-
pit Lock and the Top Lock, and walk through thefi eld to 
enjoy a different view of Bank Newton Locks.

CONSERVATION AT BANK NANK NANK EWTON NEWTON N
Steve Rawson (Bank Newton lock keeper)

A c1900 view over the bottom two locks at Bank Newton taken from the fi eld below the new conservation 
area. For many years, a gang of canal carpenters were based here, their maintenance boat, possibly the 
Sir Robert, being tied up by the workshops. If you visit here, have a look for the old canal water supply 
weir and sluice in the trees on the left.



3

Left, a map of the new conservation 
area.

Below, a view of the old canal 
maintenance yard c1892 when the 
pipes stacked up in the yard were 
waiting for installation on the new 
Winterburn Reservoir supply.

No, it’s not Steve Rawson hard at work tending his 
locks, but one of his predecessors, Robert Kendrick, 
who moved to the cottage at Top Locks, Banknewton, 
in May 1901. He had previously worked elswhere 
on the canal and came from the Burscough area. 
He retired at the end of 1925 on a pension of 10/- 
per week after forty and a half years working for the 
canal company. You may have guessed from the 
photo that his hobby was fi shing. He kept a diary, 
some details of which are listed overleaf.
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Jan 30          5             Hanging door and repairing stable etc at Lock-
house, Greenberfi eld

Feb 1             5             Fixing gantry at Rain Hall Rock
6                      5             Sawing fulcurom for Bradley Bridge and making 

door for Skipton Rock
7                      2             Fixing partition up at Lockhouse, Greenberfi eld
                        3              Planking gantry at Rain Hall Rock
9                      5             Hauling boat Sir Robert from Greenberfi eld to 

Holme Bridge
10                   5             Sawing and repairing bridges from High Gate to 

Hamblethorp
13                   5             Making side clough frames and cloughs at 

Banknewton
16                   5             Hauling boat from Banknewton to Skipton
23                   5             Sharpen piles etc for Mark Cutler at Skipton
24                   5             Rising old boat and cuting up at Skipton, 5 men 

2hrs overtime
Mar 1            2             Sawing at Banknewton
                        3              Working at cottage, Skipton
14                   5             Sawing and making sack carts for Skipton ware-

house at Banknewton
15                   5             Putting plank on ashpits at Eshton Road Lock 

and Top Lock Banknewton
18                   5             Making rowlers  for Killweek turn and repairing 

clough at No.4 Lock Bank[newton]
20                   5             Hauling boat to Skipton and loading sheeting
22                   5             Driving sheeting at Skipton
28                   5             Pumping sheeting dam at Skipton
April 1           5             Sawing and dressing new lock gates etc at 

Banknewton
3                      5             Stooping and railing at Skipton Rock
4                      5             Sawing and repairing gate brest at No.3 Lock, 

Banknewton
8                      5             Working at new lock gates, Banknewton
10                   5             Pumping water out of sheeting dam etc at Skip-

ton
20                   5             Making jack cloughs ready for repair at 

Banknewton
21                   5             Making cloughs and cleats etc at Banknewton
May 1            5             Repairing head gates etc at No.3 Lock, Banknew-

ton
2                      5             Repairing head gates at No.4 Lock, Banknewton
3                      5             Repairing head gates at No.5 Lock, Banknewton
4                      5             Repairing head gates at No.6 Lock, Banknewton
5                      5             Repairing head gate at Stegneck Lock, Gargrave
6                      5             Repairing head gate at Scarland Lock, Gargrave
8                      5             Driving sheeting at Skipton
9                      5             Driving sheeting and pumping at Skipton
10                   5             Repairing head gates at Anchor Lock, Gargrave

11                   5             Repairing head gates at Ireland Lock, Gargrave
12                   5             Repairing head gates at Eshton Road Lock, 

Gargrave
13                   5             Repairing head gates at Holme Bridge Lock, 

Gargrave
Nov 1            5             Putting new sill and sheeting in Ray Bridge Pool 

Gargrave
2                      5             Putting stop gate in and repairing clough etc at 

Holme Bridge Lock Gargrave
3                      5             Putting stricking pieces on and other repairs at 

Eshton Road Lock Gargrave
4                      5             Dressing shafts etc for Rain Hall Rock at 

Banknewton
6                      5             Fixing ice racks at Eshton Road Lock and Irland 

Lock Gargrave
10                   4             Putting leavers on and stricking pieces etc at 

Stegneck Lock
11                   5             Sawing gate posts for Rain Hall and discharging 

boat at Banknewton
13                   5             Hauling boat from Banknewton to Greenberfi eld 

and repairing cloughs etc No.1 Lock Banknew-
ton

14                   5             Repairing thresholds etc at No.2 Lock Greenber-
fi eld

28                   5             Repairing warehouse fl oor and putting leaver on 
etc at Snaygill Bridge

29                   5             Sawing lock gate brest etc at Banknewton
Dec 1             5             Sawing bars etc at Banknewton
11                   5             Sawing and repairing Highgate Bridge
12                   5             Sawing and dressing shafts at Banknewton
13                   5             Ice breaking and assisting boats through locks 

Banknewton
14                   5             Ice breaking and assisting boats through locks 

Banknewton
15                   5             Sawing and assisting boats at Banknewton
16                   5             Sawing and assisting boats at Banknewton
18                   5             Sawing and repairing bridges at Skipton
22                   5             Sawing and making wheelbarrow trundles and 

cleats for lock gates at Banknewton
23                   5             Sawing and making wheelbarrow trundles at 

Banknewton
25                   5             Christmas Day kindly given to us
26                   5             Repairing leavers and clough gear at Holme 

Bridge and Eshton Road Lock Gargrave
27                   5             Repairing plank in low gate etc at No.2 Lock 

Banknewton
28                 5             Making jack and side cloughs at Banknewton
29                 5             Taking stock etc at Banknewton
30                 5             Taking stock etc at Banknewton

Carpenters’ day book, Banknewton, for 1882, with the number of men employed daily

At one time, the locks at Bank Newton were a hive 
of activity, not just with boats passing, but also with 
the work being undertaken at the canal company’s 
workshops. Fortunately we can gain an idea of what 
went on here because at least two day books for the 
workshop survive, one at Merseyside Maritime Musem, 
and the other amongst the Walls Collection in the Craven 
Museum at Skipton. The books list the number of men 

BANK NANK NANK EWTON NEWTON N
working each day, together with an all-to-brief outline 
of their work. Much of their time was taken simply 
in sawing up timber or working on dams, erected for 
maintenance of the canal banks, which were made from 
planks of wood driven into the canal bed. The fi rst week 
in May seems to have been the time for maintenance of 
the locks, while everyone had to help boats through the 
locks after the ice breaker had done its work.
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Top Lock, Bank Newton, at the start 
of the twentieth century. On the right 
is another photo of Robert Kendrick, 
seated alongside the lock with a 
friend. 

Some details from the Diary of Robert Kendrick

5 Aug. 1916: Barlick Sal(vation) Army boat trip, Mrs. 
Broughton and party with Mrs. Lobel and Misses Holden 
and Adjutant Day and Bert Garnet.
28 Aug. 1916: Fished and went on Alexandra SS all the 

way to the other end of Foulridge Tunnel. Saw all the 
munition stores at Salterforth etc.

6 Oct. 1916: I was knocked up at 5-20am, everywhere 
fl ooded and roads and Marton Pool was very high and 
I was forced to go up to Ulber and raise the slotts up 
there and take the board off and was drenched and at 
night I went on and dropped slotts and brought back 
board for carpenters.

3 Feb. 1917: Ice bound up to 16th. Broke it to Ulber with 
9 horses and 13 men and had to give up.

20 Feb. 1917: Broke through and had three boats through, 
(boat no.) 301 Captain V W Aspinall and Forshaw.

27 Apr. 1917: A munitions explosion at Blythe’s, Church, 
and a few boat folks near, (?) and Hugh Glover, Wm 
Simm and Hy Disley. There was a smash, Tom Baldwin 
(Delver) new horse man at Church. House and stable 
blown up and there was a man killed (a policeman) 
and others injured.

24 Jun. 1917: 63 parts rain [Does anyone know what how 
much a part is?] and was ordered to run half a clough. 
Skipton Pool full and slowed down to quarted clough, 
and on Monday ordered to run same.

19 Nov. 1917: Two boats manned by soldiers land here 
at about 5pm, and the steam and other four boats tied 
up at Marton and passed here this forenoon, steamer 
as houseboat, one sergeant and 20 men from Liverpool. 
But with two other boats tied up they made a hole in 
Marton Pool as lock water from Greenberfi eld passed 
bad. In good spirits and some are fi ne fellows from 
London, Hull, Newcastle and Liverpool. [They were 
from a new Water Transport Battalion of the South 
Lancs Regiment. Ed.]

1 Jan. 1918: Mr A Birtle fi rst person in our house this 
year and then I had no less than seventeen boats here 
and khaki boatmen - all together here - tug down again 
[Ice breaking].

9 Mar. 1918: Khaki sqad gone up, twenty boats in Pool.
14 Apr. 1918: Carpenters commenced repairs in locks.
20 May 1918: We fi shed and fi shed, Tom caught two 

and I eight.



6

5oz butter or margarine
3lb eating apples
3 large onions
11/2lb potatoes
3 pints vegetable stock
1 pint milk
Salt and pepper to taste
6oz Stilton, blue or white to taste

Cut up the onions, core the apples and cut up 

Church Prospects Panel

The mooring at Church Kirk has almost been 
completed, just cosmetic work now being required. 
Planning permission for creating a picnic area alongside 
the mooring has been held up because of diffi culties in 
locating the owner of the small piece of land to be used. 
Work parties are continuing, and the area around Church 
Kirk Bridge has been tidied up.

Leeds & Liverpool Canal Brochure 

A brochure to promote the Leeds & Liverpool Canal 
has been produced.  The Society has been involved 
with writing the brochure, fi nding photographs and 
giving background information. In return, the Society 
has received a free advert. Copies of the brochure were 
included with Waterways World and are available 
through British Waterways.

Top Gate Paddles on Locks

As a result of the accident at Gargrave, there has 
been a restriction in the use of top gate paddles across 
British Waterways. Several of their engineers are looking 
at producing various designs for baffl es which stop water 
from gate paddles falling directly onto boats in the locks. 
At least two types have been tried at Wigan, and further 
experiments are underway.

Existing top gate paddles have been locked, and 
experienced boaters are now allowed to obtain a key 
after having had their profi ciency checked by British 
Waterways staff. This has caused some unease, as some 
boaters probably have longer experience than many BW 
staff.

The problem has been exacerbated by a further 
sinking at Gargrave, though perhaps this shows that 
the problem is not the top gate paddles, but lack of 
experience by some boaters. The Society has suggested 
to BW that our Heritage Weekend would be an ideal 
event for educating people into the safe use of canals. 
Do members have any thoughts?

HAPPENINGS ON THE HAPPENINGS ON THE H L&LC

unpeeled. Peel and cut the potatoes into 1 inch cubes.
Melt the butter/marg, add the onions and cook until 

soft; add the apples and potatoes and simmer for 10 
minutes on a low heat. When soft add the stock, boil, 
and then simmer for 30 mins, liquidise, and then add the 
cheese broken up, whisk again and almost boil.

Serve with French bread.

APPLE & SPPLE & SPPLE TILTON STILTON STILTON OUP

BW Re-organisation

The North West of British Waterways has been re-
organised to accommodate the extension of the region. 
The restoration of the Huddersfi eld Narrow should be 
virtually complete by the end of this year and work has 
begun on the Rochdale Canal. A new offi ce has been 
opened in Manchester to look after these canals, together 
with the Ashton, Peak Forest (in Greater Manchester) 
and the Manchester, Bolton & Bury. Improving local 
perceptions of these canals in Manchester is now seen 
as crucial to developing the rest of the region’s canals.

The Leeds & Liverpool now comes under one 
manager, Terry Horan, with David Blackburn taking 
on a new role as Heritage Manger for the north west. 
Both David and Terry are based at the Rose Grove offi ce, 
though day-to-day management of the canal is still 
undertaken by staff at the offi ces at Apperley Bridge and 
Wigan. The Lancaster Canal now has its own manager as 
responsibilities here will increase with the construction 
of the Ribble Link and with promotion of the restoration 
of the Northern Reaches of the canal.

The Ribble Link

Dimensions for the locks on the Ribble Link are 
currently under review, with some narrow boat owners 
suggesting that they should be 72 feet in length. Locks 
on the Rufford Branch are around 69 feet in length, 
making it impossible for them to be used by full length 
narrow boats. There has been some suggestion about 
lengthening them, though I suspect that this would be 
diffi cult, particularly as I think some are ‘listed’. Should 
locks be enlarged, or should they be kept as originally 
built? This is an question which is increasingly being 
raised, not just for the Rufford Branch, but also for the 
locks at Foxton and Watford Gap which form the only 
barrier for wide boats crossing from the Trent to the 
Grand Union. What do members think? Please write to 
the Editor with your comments.

SIMPLE RIMPLE RIMPLE ECIPIES FOR BOATERS
A new feature by David Shuttleworth - send your ideas to him!
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From Br. 151 proceed along the towpath towards 
Liverpool. In war-time, munitions were delivered by 
boat and stored here. Further along you will pass the 
County Brook feeder where water from White Moor 
Reservoir either enters the canal or passes underneath it 
in a culvert. At Br. 147 cross over the bridge and continue 
uphill towards the farm. Walk through the farm and 
along the lane behind until reaching the T-junc tion with 
the B6251. Go forward following the sign to BLACKO, with 
White Moor Reservoir (Constructed in 1841, it holds 146 
million gallons of water, enough for 4,500 lockfulls, and 
cost £33,000) on your right-hand side. After 3/4 mile you 
reach another junction where you turn right. This is a 
quiet road (sign - ‘No through road’). Continue on, with 
Blacko Tower on the left and after a while Pendle Hill, both 
famous local views, until you reach a stile/gate where the 
road terminates.

This is a good place to rest and enjoy the view. Ribble 
Valley is to the left, and Ingleborough, Pen-y-Ghent and 
the Yorkshire Dales can be seen clearly on a good day.

After the stile, turn right and proceed across moorland, 
passing a cairn showing Weets Hill. As the path starts to 
drop downhill, look for a stile on the right which leads into 
a narrow lane. Follow the lane downhill until it reaches an 

Circular walk, starting and fi nishing at L&LC Bridge 151 at Salterforth. 
O.S. map 103, grid ref 890454

Margaret and Geoff Rothwell

Approx. 7-8 miles, walk rating - easy/medium, boots advisable in wet weather.

area of housing. At the end of the road turn left and then 
right onto a main road. Turn left onto the main road and 
continue until it meets another main road coming from 
the right. Continue across the road bearing slightly to the 
left onto a footpath. You will see the Cross Keys pub on  
your right. Go up the hill and then you can see The Barlick
pub on the left of the road.

You are now in Barnoldswick. Turn right and then left 
onto Albert Street and go forward until you meet the main 
road. Turn right a continue to the traffi c lights and then 
turn left onto Rainhall Road. Follow this down, passing the 
Silentnight factory, until you reach Br. 153 on the canal. 
Ice creams can be obtained at the marina, or pass over 
the bridge and turn right onto the towpath to return to 
Br. 151. The trees seen on your left surround the remains 
of the Rainhall Rock branch canal where limestone was 
excavated. If you are observant, you can even fi nd the 
bottom of the towpath bridge over the branch. Later, 
you pass one of the Barnoldswick branch railway bridge 
abutments before arriving at the Anchor Pub - good food Anchor Pub - good food Anchor
as well as liquid refreshment. Have a good walk! If you still 
have the enthusiasm, see if you can fi nd one of the supports 
for the vertical rollers which guided towlines around the 
sharp bend by the road bridge.

N
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LEEDS & LIVERPOOL HISTORY AT GLOUCESTER

John Freear

The Waterways Museum — it’s an interesting place! 
But if it’s history you want, visit the British Wa ter ways 
Archives next door! Here is a wealth of in for ma tion 
about the Leeds & Liverpool Canal, and in particular 
Canal Transport Ltd. Some fi fty boxes of documents 
were rescued just in time from the leaky rafters of 
Eanam Wharf in the 1980s and are now to be found in 
the archives, some in a very powdery and dusty state.

We spent two days pouring over these priceless 
papers in early February, looking for information on 
Weaver and Weaver and Weaver Dee, helped considerably by Roy Jamieson 
fetching and carrying, keeping us supplied with coffee, 
photocopying and generally making us feel welcome.

As for information, we had more than we bargained 
for (Ed. I did tell them!) — years and years of day to day 
records of the life in the ’30s, ’40s and ’50s at Blackburn, 
of the boats constantly coming and going, their cargoes, 
their crews and wages, and their prob lems. Even after 
two days we had only looked at half of the records, and 
we look forward to the day when we can fi nd an excuse 
to go back — we would highly recommend a visit, but 
you must book in advance. Tel: 01452 318041.

Ed’s. note: For those who think Gloucester is too far 
from home, there are plenty of records in local ar chives. 
Signifi cant numbers of papers relating to the Leeds & 
Liverpool Canal can be found in the fol low ing local 
archives and museums: The Boat Museum Archive, 
Ellesmere Port; Liverpool Record Offi ce (in the Central 
Library); Lancashire Record Offi ce, Pres ton; Wigan Record 
Offi ce, Leigh; North Yorkshire Record Offi ce, Northallerton; 
Craven Museum, Skipton; Bradford Record Offi ce; The 
West Yorks. Registry of Deeds, Wakefi eld; John Goodchild’s 
Local History Centre in Wakefi eld. Local libraries also 
hold interesting information, and there must be many 
references to the canal in local newspapers, some of 
which, like those in Leeds, going right back to when the 
canal was formed. Many libraries will have copies of their 
of newspapers on microfi lm and some have been indexed, 
making research much easier.

Weaver, one of the fi rst boats built for Canal Transport, pictured in 1975 when owned by Derek Bent. 
The photo was taken just above the second lock at Barrowford. The warehouseserved both Colne and 
Barrowford, and on the opposite side of the canal was a short arm, still visible today, where coal boats were 
unloaded. The small offi ce on the right was where the passage of boats was recorded. This information 
was sent to the company offi ce in Liverpool where the toll charges were calculated.
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CANAL TRANSPORT’S TRANSPORT’S T  NEW NEW N  MEW MEW OTOR BOATS

John Freear

In 1934, the change over from wooden motor boats to 
steel ones did not go smoothly — as the Canal Trans port 
Ltd. correspondence records held at British Waterways 
Gloucester archive show.

A letter of May 8th 1934 from the Blackburn offi ce 
stated…

“I have given very careful attention to this matter 
for some time now, and after much consideration am 
of the opinion that if any further new motor boats are 
decided upon, favourable consideration should be 
given to wooden boats and not steel boats. Whilst we 
now have seven steel boats in the service… we have 
had opportunity to fi nd what might be termed defects. 
For instance, during the low water period last year it 
was apparent that there was fairly considerable wear to 
bottom plates… then there is the question of bal last; 
with the steel boats several of which have much diffi culty 
in towing a boat when empty… the same does not arise 
with several of the wooden motor boats. I also fi nd the 
boatmen themselves are not at all in favour of steel boats, 
there is not the same amount of vibration and I contend 
there is hardly the same wear and tear passing through 
locks and bridges from rubbing etc.”

Consequently the minutes of May 16th 1934 show 
that because of this concern a quotation for new boats 
included wooden as well as steel motor boats.

Steel Hulls
J. Harker (Knottingley)                        1 boat               £700
                                                delivery 7 weeks
Isc. Pimblott (Northwich)                   1 boat               £645
                                                                 2 boats               £637
Yarwood  (Northwich)                         1 boat               £565
                                                                 2 boats               £560
                                       delivery 10-11 weeks
Rd. Dunston (Thorne)                       2 boats               £610
                                             delivery 12 weeks

Wooden Hulls
J. Sheldon (Parbold)                             1 boat               £650
Lund & Co. (Lydiate)                                              no quote
Wm. Rider (Leeds)                                 £450     4 months
J. Mayor & Co. (Wigan & Tarleton)    £500     4 months
J & J Crook (Riley Green)                      £495        8 weeks

Engines
Widdop                                              2 engines     £240 each

Considering a boatman’s wage at the time was little 
more than £1-10-0 per week, the cost of buying a new 
boat was a considerable investment - roughly £100,000 
at today’s prices.

Ed’s note: Most of the boatmen I have spoken to 
preferred wooden boats, not just for the reasons given 
here, but also because the cabins were warmer and there 
was little of the condensation found on steel boats. There 
was also the saying “Wooden boats - iron men”, and 
which boatman would want to be counted amongst the 
wooden men!

Both wooden and steel boats continued to be built into 
the 1950s. Another reason for this, sometimes given, was 
that there were few facilities for the repair of steel boats 
on the canal whilst there were yards which could repair 
wooden boats in many places.

The variation in price for wooden boats refl ects the 
type of yard. Both Rider’s and Crook’s also dealt in 
timber — in fact at this time it was becoming their main 
business. Crook’s had something of a reputation for using 
up oddments of timber on their boat repairs, and the cross 
section of the timbers they used for framing was less than 
at other yards. Their boats drew less water, resulting in a 
boat which was very suitable for the coal trade where they 
had to deliver at out-of-the-way places. However, such 
boats were not as good for general cargo work where they 
had to be strong enough for working into the docks and 
across the river to Birkenhead.

The steel boats delivered in 1934 were: Calder and Ouse 
from Harkers; Aire, Irwell and Ribble from Yarwoods; and 
Dee and Weaver from Pimblotts.

No wooden boats were built in 1934, but steamer No.30
was converted into a motor boat and renamed Swale. The 
supply of new wooden boats restarted in 1936 with the 
construction of Lark at Tarleton.

The last wooden boat to be built for Canal Transport 
Ltd was Darlington, launched in 1951 at Wigan. A total 
of 26 steel boats were built between 1932 and 1952, the 
last steel boat being Farnworth, built by Harland & Wolfe 
at Woolwich. Over the same period a similar number of 
wooden boats were built.
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Aspects of Accrington
One of a series of local history books, 

Aspects of Accrington is a compilation of 
articles written by local historians. One 
article is by your Chairman, Mike Clarke. 
It looks at some of the people who lived and 
worked on the canal in the Accrington area, 
from the boatmen of Altham to those who 
worked in the various local warehouses.

ISBN 1-871647-65-7
230mm by 155mm, 192 pages, £9.95

Chairman (& Newsletter Ed.)
Mike Clarke, 41 Fountain Street, Accrington, BB5 0QR. 
01254 395848, email: mike.clarke@zen.co.uk
Secretary
Marilyn Sumner, 152 Tower Hill Road, Upholland, 
Nr. Wigan, WN8 0DT. 01695 632089, email: 
MarilynLesley@aol.com
Treasurer
Marilyn (and John) Freear, Worsley Dry Dock, Worsley 
Road, Worsley, M28 2WN. 0161 728 4211

COMMITTEE MEMBERSMEMBERSM
Mike Hustler, (waiting for a new house!)
John Stott, 22 Bracken Ghyll Drive, Silsden, BD20 
9QT.
Alan Holden, 48 Marlborough Road, Accrington, 
BB5 6AY. 01254 232759
David & Isabel Shuttleworth, Southbank, 32 Old 
Hollins Hill, Guiseley, LS20 8EW. 01943 873863
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Lancashire Canal Carriers
Norman Jones, James Monk jnr. and Leonard Monk

The coal-carrying wide boats of the north-west of England were 
amongst the last to be employed on regular traffi c on Britain’s canals. 
This book tells the story of the Monk family and their boats from the 
1930s to the present day. They operated on the Leeds & Liverpool in 
Lancashire, on the Bridgewater and Ship Canal, and occasionally on 
the Rochdale Canal in Manchester. There are plenty of new photos 
here, though too many of the Ship Canal for your reviewer’s taste. 
That apart, this is an important contribution to the history of canal 
transport in the north-west and is thoroughly recommended.

ISBN 1 870119 54 1, 64 pages, 273mm x 215mm, £9.95, available 
through the society.
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For the Younger Visitor: 
Stories from Wigan Pier

Ron Rigby and Julia Bryan

The authors are storytellers at Wigan 
Pier, and their stories are about the lives of 
two children of one hundred years ago. Ron 
Rigby is a member of the society, so it is no 
surprise that his stories are about Tom, the 
son of a boatman from Burscough, while 
Julia tells of Alice who lived in Wigan. 
Illustrated with line drawings by Richard 
Cameron, the stories tell of the ups and 
downs of everyday life. It is diffi cult for an 
adult to comment on children’s stories, 
but I was at a school recently when Ron 
told one of his stories to the children, and 
they certainly enjoyed the experience. An 
excellent present for the canal enthusiasts 
of the future.

60 pages for £3.99 from Wigan Pier or 
Towpath Press, ISBN 1 901999 106

Right: Wilfred, sunk at the top of Wigan fl ight after sale to 
a local fi shing club. How many boats fi nished like this?

Burscough 2 passing Astley Green Colliery in 1971.


