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Welcome to the second edition of the Leeds & Liverpool 
Canal Society’s newsletter. In this issue I have tried to include 
a mixture of subjects, and articles, letters and queries are 
always welcomed for inclusion in future editions. Send your 
contributions to: Mike Clarke, 41 Fountain Street, Accrington, 
BB5 0QR. Those on computer disc are most welcome. The next 
Newsletter should be sent out at the beginning of 1999.

AGM - Saturday 14th November 1998
The Society’s AGM will be held at 2-00pm in the Lecture 

Hall at Accrington Library. The Library is in the centre of 
Accrington, opposite St. James Church. Parking discs are 
required at the long-stay car parks in the town, but these can 
be obtained free from most shops. The Library is close to both 
railway and bus stations.

We are looking for more members to join the committee, 
in particular we need someone from Merseyside, West Lancs or 
Wigan to look after the survey of the canal in those areas. This 
means contacting members in the area and co-ordinating the 

Rodley around the turn of the century, with an empty horse 
boat passing. It is a typical Yorkshire-built boat for carrying 
bulk cargoes, such as coal or limestone, as it has no coamings 
around the hold for fi tting sheets to cover the cargo. These 
were only fi tted to general cargo boats.
In Yorkshire, such boats brought coal from the coalfi elds around 
the Aire & Calder Navigation so, as the boat is facing Liverpool, 
it has probably been unloaded in Rodley and is about to turn so 

that it can go back down to load at the collieries. Alternatively, 
it may be heading for Skipton for a load of limestone.
Note the crane on the quayside. There were may along the banks of 
the canal. It would be useful to undertake a survey of their remains 
in the near future. This could allow drawings to be made which will 
give the opportunity for new cranes to be constructed should they 
be required to add a canalside feature to new developments.

survey work. It would also be useful to have someone to look 
after publicity. Please come to the AGN with your comments 
or suggestions.

As last year, there will be a short towpath walk in the 
morning before the AGM; details on the back page.
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Reports on the Society’s Events

The Canal Heritage Weekend was held at Wigan over 
the fi rst weekend in May. A total of ten wide boats were in 
attendance: L&L short boats Kennet, Weaver, Dee, Severn, 
L&L long boat Ambush, A&CN fl y boat Pauline, Bridgewater 
fl at Parfi eld, Dutch barge Shellfen, Ex-BW maintenance 
boat Neptune and, on the bank, wooden short boat Roland. 
Several pleasure boats also visited, and they will be welcome 
at any future events.

Most of the boats arrived on Saturday, and in the evening 
Mike Clarke gave a talk with slides on the canal’s history with 
particular reference to Wigan. As I’m also writing this report 
I can say, hopefully without being contradicted, that it seemed 
to keep everyone amused and informed.

On Sunday the weather was excellent, and a good number 
of people took the opportunity to inspect the boats and the 
exhibition on Kennet. The were very fortunate to have a display 
of clog dancing by Alan Whittaker’s group. Amongst the dances 
they performed were two which he had learnt from members 
of boating families in Burscough. The group is the only one to 
perform both these Leeds & Liverpool dances.

Later in the afternoon a large group of around forty joined 
the towpath walk up the Wigan fl ight. As leader of the walk 
I was asked many questions, so I hope that the participants 
were able to increase their knowledge of the canal, as well as 
having a pleasant walk on what has been one of the sunniest 
days this year.

Shipley, scene for the next Canal Heritage Weekend, , to be held on 
1st & 2st & 2st nd May 1999. The photo was taken from Weaver in 1977.nd May 1999. The photo was taken from Weaver in 1977.nd

Above: Parfi eld, seen from the dry dock, reverses towards Lock 23 before turning and 
passing through the lock on its return to Burscough. Behind are Pauline and Kennet.
Above right: Discussion on board Parfi eld on Saturday afternoon.
Below right: The clog dancers perform before before an appreciative audience on 
Kennet.

On the 1st August, over twenty stalwarts met at Skipton 
for the Society’s summer outing. First we inspected the Springs 
Branch, discussing its history, working life and the alterations 
which have taken place during the last two hundred odd years.  
An intrepid climb to look at the remains of the tramway incline 
was attempted, but the wet summer weather had made the 
pathway impassable with safety.

Following lunch in Skipton, we reassembled at Gargrave 
where the canal’s water supply was inspected. The current 
supply comes from the original system, with water being taken 
from Eshton Beck and fed into the canal below the locks. When 
Winterburn was built, a compensation water control system 
was installed, with water being fed into the canal above the 
fi rst lock at Gargrave. This sytem has been taken out of use 
and the supply reverted to the original system. Both supply 
systems were visited.

The group returned to their vehicles and then drove up 
to Winterburn reservoir, courtesty of permission from British 
Waterways as access is via a private road. The visit fi nished after 
inspecting the reservoir and dam .
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The
‘Leopard’ Award

Roy Gibbons presenting the Leopard 
Award to John Freear, watched by Mike Award to John Freear, watched by Mike Award
Clarke, at the Canal Heritage Weekend. 
The presentation took place on British 
Waterways ‘Heritage’ boat ‘Kennet’.

The Leopard Award has been supplied by Roy Gibbons, Leopard Award has been supplied by Roy Gibbons, Leopard Award
who has many relatives who worked on the canal. Sam Yates, 
a boat builder and painter who served his time at the boatyard 
at Whitebirk, Blackburn, designed, built and painted this eye-
catching trophy. Others who helped were Maggie Simms, who 
was responsible for the exhibition at Eanam Wharf, and Mike 
Clarke. The award was fi rst presented at the gathering of ex-
working boats held at Blackburn in 1993.

The award is named after the former Appleby’s boat 
Leopard which was crewed for many years by Roy’s Uncle Leopard which was crewed for many years by Roy’s Uncle Leopard
John, and it serves as a memorial to him.

The fi rst boat to receive the Award was A40, one of seven 
short boats built for British Isles Transport Ltd., a subsiduary 
of Rank’s the millers, in the 1930s. These boats were often 
manned by boatmen from Ring o’ Bells, Burscough, several of 
whom were Roy’s relatives.

Since then the Award has been given to Irwell, 1994, 
Kennet, 1995, George, 1996 and Scorpio, 1997. This year 
it was awarded to Weaver in recognition both of its original Weaver in recognition both of its original Weaver
condition and of its regular use on the canal over many 
years. The Award is given to encourage the preservation and 
recording of the history of Leeds & Liverpool Canal craft and 
their boatmen.

The crew of the Leopard outside Greenwood’s Mill in Blackburn 
circa 1930.

The Leopard setting off for Blackburn after an overnight stop at 
Ring o’ Bells, home to the boat crew.



4

Lazy Summer Days on the L&L
Having spent our coldest and wettest two weeks holiday 

ever on the L&L this June, on our short boat Weaver, travelling 
from Worsley to Bingley and back, we thought a few comments 
on our trip might be of interest to fellow members.

Firstly, where were all the boats! Never before have we 
arrived at Skipton late in the afternoon and been able to moor 
virtually anywhere. En route we passed an increased number 
of modern wide boats, rather than the more usual seven feet 
wide ones - we counted some thirty between Wigan and Bingley. 
Generally we notices a marked improvement in the standard 
of maintenance of the canal, despite the usual crunching and 
grinding on the bottom as we passed through Blackburn, now 
complete with its well-lit towpath “Promenade”. Locks, paddles, 
swing bridges etc. were usually easy to use and there is still 
a good selection of old type box cloughs and lifting ground 
paddles around, although gone are the hydraulic paddles. 
Surely one was worth preserving! There was even an interesting 
experimental paddle mechanism at Gargrave Locks.

Waterways staff were very helpful, as ever, and we met 
some new young enthusiastic employees. It is a pity some 
planning authorities aren’t as considerate. Housing estates down 
to the canal continue to proliferate, although the now completed 
motorway is not as intrusive as we had feared. Some of our 
old favourites have gone, like the Canalside Antique Centre at 
Burnley, and Burnley (Finsley Gate) Yard itself, while we thought 
The Cross Keys at East Marton was no longer worth the walk up 
the hill and the little French Bistro in Skipton has gone.

Still, as ever, there were plenty of things to discover; a 
new Coffee Shop in Skipton, a pub in the warehouse at Burnley, 
Sters Terrace nearby is being converted into a hotel; yes the 
L&L is very much alive and well worth a few rainy days in June. 
We look forward to our trip to Shipley next May - maybe even 
th sun will shine!

J. & M. B. Freear

IWA Plaque for crossing the L&L
The IWA has teamed up with British Waterways in a 

scheme to encourage greater navigation of the full length of the 
L&L which currently suffers from under-use. Boaters making the 
127 mile trans-Pennine crossing from Liverpool’s Stanley Dock 
to the River Lock in Leeds will be awarded a specially designed 
solid brass plaque, compliments of BW, who have generously 
agreed to cover the costs of the award scheme

BW’s Supervisor for the Wigan to Liverpool length, Jim 
Swindells, said “We are very glad to be associated with this 
initiative. Any help and assistance to encourage boaters to 
see more of this very attractive waterways, we are only too 
pleased to give.”

Boaters wishing to make the journey will be equipped 
with a log sheet to be fi lled in during the crossing as proof of 
their passage. Log sheets, together with further details of the 
promotion, can be obtained by writing to: Graham Eastwood, 
61 School Lane, Leyland, Preston, PR5 1TU. Please include an 
s.a.e.Below: Weaver, seen here in 1977 when owned by Derek Weaver, seen here in 1977 when owned by Derek Weaver

Bent, passing up the locks at Blackburn. The houses in the 
background have now been replaced as part of the environmental 
improvements in Blackburn

Typical decoration found at the top of 
rudder posts on wooden Leeds & Liverpool 
Canal boats.

British Waterways - Lock & Bridge 
Competition

Congratualtions to G. Myers, S. Rawson, M. Leeming, R. 
Maude, V. Cheetham, D. Cheetham, P. Marsden, B. Stephens 
and B. Farrar who all work for the Leeds & Liverpool East 
section.Their work on Greenberfi eld Locks has made them 
National Winners of BW’s Lock & Bridge competition, beating 
entrants from all over the country. L&L East are certainly setting 
the pace with regard to conservation of the canal environment, 
as they also took 6 of the 9 regional awards for Locks & Bridges 
and Waterway Lengths this year. L&L West took 2nd place in 
the Commendation Cup competition for their efforts on the 
Blackburn fl ight. Bank Newton and Bingley 5-rise both made 3rd

place awards, with Priestholme Bridge to Holme Bridge, Newton 
Bridge to Priestholme Bridge and Horst Close Bridge to Snaygill 
Swing-bridge receiving the waterway length awards.
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Visitors on Canal trips often ask the questions “How deep 
is the water?” and “Where does the water come from?” Before 
answering it is best to explain that the Leeds & Liverpool Canal is 
entirely man-made along all of its 127 miles. No part of it is an 
‘improved’ river and thus it has no easily provided water supply. 
The aim of the canal engineers was to provide a waterway that 
was absolutely level between the locks.

Firstly the canal’s depth. If there are children in a group I 
often ask them to guess the water’s depth. The deepest answer 
I have had was 200 metres! When the canal was operateing 
commercially, the canal company was obliged to provide a 
minimum water depth of 3ft. 6in. at the sides. The depth in the 
middle, known as the channel, was often up to 6ft. 6in. deep. 
Today these depths are not maintained due to the accumulation 
of silt and general rubbish dumped in the muddy waters. The 
empty canal is not a pretty sight!

Next the vital question of water supply. The Leeds & 
Liverpool was always considered to be under resourced with 
water. It has been said that Britain’s canals were the arteries 
of the industrial revolution and water was their ‘life blood’. 
The ‘blood’ supply to the L&L was such that it was no longer 
navigable by laden boats if summer droughts were prolonged. 
(Note: As coal was the main cargo, in terms of tonnage, on (Note: As coal was the main cargo, in terms of tonnage, on (
the canal, winter was the time when traffi c on the canal 
was at its greatest. Ed.) Besides coming from the canal’s 
reservoirs, water enters the canal in a variety of ways: seepage 
where the canal cuts through high ground; from streams where 
the canal cuts across their path and through direct rainfall 
- usually 35 to 40 inches per year over much of the canal’s 
length. Small supplies also came from industry and, in the past, 
drainage from coal mines. On the debit side, losses of water 
occur through leakage throughimperfectly sealed canal beds; 
through evaporation and through use of locks. Each time a lock 
is used over 60,000 gallons of water pass down to the lower 

level. Unfortunately, the time when loss through evaporation is 
greatest in summer when supplies are at their lowest.

In an attempt to balance the water equation, the canal 
company constructed a series of reservoirs in the Pennines to 
supply the summit level between Barrowford and Barnoldswick. 
For several reasons, including the lack of nearby higher ground 
and the already established use of streams as a power source 
for the water wheels of local industry, the amount of water 
that could be impounded was limited. Nevertheless, the canal 
employee controlling the water inlets to the summit level had 
the responsible task of adding to the canal water that could 
eventually fl ow into the Mersey at Liverpool or the Aire at 
Leeds.

Conditions in Wigan were rather more benefi cial. Before 
the canal was constructed, the River Douglas was navigable 
from Wigan to the Ribble estuary near Tarleton. In 1772, the 
new Leeds & Liverpool purchased the Douglas Navigation, giving 
them rights to the water of the river. These rights provided water 
to the Lancashire section of the canal between 1774 and the 
completion of the canal in 1816. Then water from the Pennines 
became available. However, even today water is supplied to the 
canal at Wigan Pier by a culvert from a weir in the river near 
Central Park. The culvert runs under the town and enters the 
canal near the junction with the Leigh Branch.

Despite these water supplies, the dread of Wigan boatmen 
during the last century were drought in summer and frost in winter. 
Either could put them out of work for several weeks at a time.

(Note: For many years you could tell when the Douglas (Note: For many years you could tell when the Douglas (
was being used to feed the canal as the Douglas waters 
were highly polluted. Today it is almost impossible as the 
cleanliness of the river has been much improved. Ed.)

Ron Rigby has been researching the history of the canal 
near his home in Lydiate and acts as a guide to the canalside 
around Wigan Pier.

The Canal and its Water
by Ron Rigby

Reservoirs on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal
Reservoir                     Reservoir                     Reservoir date built enlarged               size (gallons) notes
Lower Foulridge               1797       1832-6                  360,000,000
Slipper Hill                       1797            -                        39,000,000 Near Foulridge.
Rishton                           1828-30      1837                     135,000,000 It was built to supply the Burley length. Many boats 

from Liverpool only went to East Lancashire and so 
extra water was required. Just before Winterburn 
was opened, extra supplies were purchased from 
Blackburn Corporation who offered the canal company 
two reservoirs on the moors above Darwen.

White Moor                      1841            -                       146,000,000 Feed into canal via County Brook.
Upper Foulridge               1866            -                       112,000,000
Barrowford                       1886            -                       101,440,000 This reservoir is just below the summit level. Excess 

water from the summit is fed into the reservoir so 
that it can be used to supply the Burnley length and 
was built for the same reasons as Rishton.

Winterburn                       1892            -                       281,000,000 Feed via Eshton Beck or Greenberfi eld pipeline.
Bucker House                not built          -                       335,000,000 The proposed site was above Winterburn.
Bordley Hall                  not built          -                       360,000,000 The proposed site was above Winterburn.
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One of the Society’s members, Bill Bleasdale from Preston, 
has written with the following query about the bridges across 
the canal in the Chorley area.

In the twentieth list of buildings of special architectural or 
historic interest in the Borough of Chorley (January 1987)(copy historic interest in the Borough of Chorley (January 1987)(copy historic interest in the Borough of Chorley (January 1987)(
in the local library), bridges numbers 83 to 93 are designated in the local library), bridges numbers 83 to 93 are designated in the local library
and I fi nd the descriptions of interest, especially the probable 
engineers. Whilst it would appear that Joseph Priestley, 
bookkeeper and accountant, became Superintendent after 
the death of Robert Whitworth, no reference can be found 
to an engineer named Livesley. 

The description of this series of bridges closely 
resembles that of the standard Lancaster Canal bridge of 
John Rennie detailed by Cyril Boucher in his biography of 
the former, and George Birtill’s caption to the picture of 
Whins Bridge No.83 in ‘Towpath Trek’ ascribes the design 
to Rennie. This group of bridges differ in construction and 
design to those west of Wigan, eg Hands Lane Bridge No.41 
or that at Gathurst illustrated in ‘Clogs and Gansey’ Spring 
1998, but being built some thirty years later, and noting the 
fi gure in Rees’ Cyclopedia, perhaps by the early 19th century 
the Rennie design of the battered wall, curved in plan, had 
become common practice.

Whilst Johnsons Hillock Locks were the responsibility 
of the Lancaster Canal Company, the construction of the 
canal from Blackburn to Copthurst (Wheelton) was that of 
the Leeds & Liverpool, so one assumes the contracts, and 
hence the engineering specifi cations, were awarded by the 
two different companies.

Have you, or perhaps a member of the Society, any 
details of the contractors or engineers involved in the 
construction of this last section which completed the 
Leeds & Liverpool Canal.

A notice of ‘Canal Cutting to Let’ dated 1800 states 
‘Specifi cations may be seen by application to Robert Fisher 
at the Machine-Offi ce, Johnsons Hillock’. Would you agree 
with the assumption that at this time this was the terminus of 
the southern section of the Lancaster Canal and that perhaps 
that the ‘machine’ was a weighing machine and that Fisher 

Stone Bridges on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal

The notice regarding construction on the canal refered to in Bill 
Bleasdale’s letter.

may have been the toll-collector.
There are details about the people involved with 

construction of the canal in various places. Craven Museum 
has a list of many of those employed as contractors on the canal, 
while the Minutes of Meetings of the Canal Proprietors, now to 
be found in the L&LC papers in the Public Record Offi ce in Kew, 
also have specifi cations and agreements for constructing the 
canal. The text of one for a bridge near Church is reproduced 
opposite. Interestingly, on walking this section of the canal 
recently I noticed that the dressing of the stonework of the 
arches of the bridges around Church varied in detail. It may be 
possible to identify the contractor from the different methods 
used, even though the overall dimesions and shape of the bridges 

Canal bridge illustration from Rees’ Cyclopedia.

are virtually identical.
There is certainly some confusion over the identity of 

the canal’s engineers. Priestley took over responsibility for 
engineering after the initial phase of construction had been 
completed circa 1781. When construction restarted on the climb 
out of the Aire Valley at Gargrave, Robert Whitworth took on the 
role. He had just completed the Forth & Clyde Canal, and brought 
many Scottish navvies with him. One, Alexander MacKenzie went 
on to form an important contracting fi rm. His son took over the 
business and was involved in a partnership with Thomas Brassey, 
perhaps Britain’s best known railway contractor. Brassey was 
the junior partner. Scottish navvies may also have made their 
mark on the canal’s route by the name Nova Scotia, by which 
the part of Blackburn alongside the locks is now known.

Robert Whitworth died around 1800 and his place as 
engineer was taken by James Fletcher. The Fletcher brothers 
were stone masons from Bradford and may have been involved 
with the canal right from its formation. In East Lancashire they 
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lived in the houses at the western end of Gannow Tunnel for 
some years.

Bridge design developed quite rapidly during the days of 
canal construction. Originally they were always at right angles 
to the canal with a simple arch. It was soon realised that the 
curving abutment, as seen in the plan view, would improve the 
structural strength. By the time Rees’ Cyclopedia was published 
(the canal section dates from circa 1810) skew bridges were 
being introduced. These cross the canal at an angle, though 
the abutments are parallel to the canal,and thus require a 
much more complicated arch. The earliest one on the L&L 
is at Eanam, though here a plain arch has been extended by 
triangular extensions on either side. This is a less stable solution 
than the true skewed arch where the stone or brickwork is laid 
at a right angle to the angle of crossing the canal. The bridge 
close to Skipton Church on the Springs Branch is an example 
of this type. It required a much better understanding of the 
forces which need to be resisted when the bridge is carrying a 
load, and technical solutions to the problem were really only 
calculated after railways began to be built.

The following, a specifi cation for the construction of a 
bridge on the section of canal from En fi eld Wharf to Church 
Kirk, is extracted from the L&L Canal Proprietors Minutes at 
Kew (RAIL 846).  James Fletcher was the canal’s engineer at 
this time.
L&LC Minutes for the 7th May 1807.

Specifications and conditions to be observed by the 
contractor or contractors for building one public road arched 
bridge and three culverts in the line of the Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal betwixt Enfi eld and Church.

In the fi rst place the Canal Company to dig and prepare 
the foundations and dig out the space for the inverted arch, if 
any there should be, to clear the foundations of water, provide 
centers on the place and allow one carpenter to assist in setting 
them up and if stop gates be thought necessary, to put down 
sills, sheet piling and other timber work.

The contractor to bare, quarry, get and lead all stones, 
lime, sand, etc. likewise to provide and make roads necessary 
(the Canal Company pay ing all damages occasioned by quarrying 
or getting such stones and roads not exceeding fourteen yards 

in width). The contractor to fi nd all scaffolding, scaffolding 
planks, bearing and wheeling barrows, trucks or drugs and all 
work ing utensils whatever.

The work of the before mentioned bridges to be as 
follows:-

The arches of the bridges, coping, string course and two 
course under the hauling and opposite side to be of ashlar, 
also the inverted arch (if any) all the other part to be wall stone 
work to be built at a certain price per cubic yard specifying the 
ashlar and wall stone seperate (in the estimate) the above to 
be done agreeable to the plan, elivation and section laid down 
subject nev er the less to such small alterations as may be thought 
necessary during the execution thereof.

The inverted arch, if any, to be composed of stones not 
less than fourteen inches upon the bed truly cut to the radius but 
may be left rough on the upper side. The joints cut truly square 
to nine inches, the top arch stones to be eighteen inches of bed 
truly cut to the different radius’s rep re sent ed in the section. The 
joints to be cut square to not less than 13 inches at a mean and 
well jointed together. The coping on the hauling and opposite 
side to be not less than one foot thick, if stop gates the hollow 
posts to be truly cut to the templet and well joined not less than 
16 inches of a true joint and fourteen inches thick by three feet 
long and two and a half broad. The ashlar which must come 
from Marsden Close to be delivered at Enfi eld Wharf by the 
Company at 51/

2
 per foot or 6/3 per ton. The battlement coping 

to be cut square, well jointed and dressed to the section, the 
string course likewise. The wall stone work to be coursed all 
of good sound stone none less than fi ve inches thick, to have 
good true beds not less than twelve inches and from that to 
eighteen to have a through stone in every course at not more 
than seven feet distant. The joints truly cut square to no less than 
ten inches. The face to be well dressed to the specimen of the 
……… to be well backed and fi lled with good sound backing 
and mortar in every course as the wall doth rise. The whole 
to be set in good and well tempered mortar made of the best 
lime and sand the country affords having not more than double 
sand to that of lime. The whole to be done to the direction and 
satisfaction of the engineer and overlooker of the same on or 
before the fi rst day of October next,

James Fletcher.

Canal bridge between Rishton and 
Church similar to the one specifi ed 
above.
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Leeds & Liverpool Canal Society and British Waterways

I was pleased to receive the following letter, dated 1st May 
1998, from David Blackburn, manager of the L&L East:

Dear Mike,
On behalf of British Waterways I would like to offer 

you our wholehearted support following the formation of 
your new group representing those with an interest in the 
history of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal.

Both Terry and myself have spoken to you on a number 
of occasions regarding separate issues and we are looking 
forward to working with the Canal Society on many areas in 
the future. Areas that immediately spring to mind requiring 
specialist expertise which I hope your group will be able to 
research would be:-
• Audio recording of former Canal Company employees and 

boatmen.
• Locating sources of historical information and 

indexing.
• Publicising the need to save historical information on 

the canal.
• Researching the vast untapped archive that already exists 

within the region’s archives.
• Development information for educational resource 

packs.
• Physical restoration on artefacts (including boats?)
• Joint ventures with British Waterways and other 

organisations to develop heritage aspects of the canal.
• Guided Walks programme on all aspects of the history of 

the canal, both social and physical.
I am sure this list is not exhaustive, and that there may 

be other areas you plan to cover.
I am sure Society members may be interested to know 

that British Waterways itself is putting a considerable 
amount of effort currently into the training of its staff 
in matters heritage and I enclose for your information an 
extract from the recent BW Monthly.

Within a very short space of time all employees 
within the organisation will have attended the half-day 
conservation course and only recently our own masons on 
the canal in Yorkshire received the training in the correct 
heritage techniques to use to rebuild masonry, which means 
a slight deviation from our past emphasis on using solely 
good engineering in the repair and maintenance of our 
structures.

I would suggest that Terry and myself meet with key 
Society members at least once a year, although I am sure 
there will be other occasions when we need to meet to discuss 
specifi c projects.

Yours sincerely,
David Blackburn and Terry Horan

Waterway Managers L&L East and West

In the few months since receiving this letter, the Society 
has already made a good start both on recording the canal’s 
heritage and working together with British Waterways on the 
promotion of the canal and its environment.

You will have read elswhere in this issue about the 
Society’s Heritage Weekend at Wigan. The event certainly 
raised the profi le of the canal in the Wiagn area, and British 
Waterways are now working with us on the organisation of next 
year’s event at Shipley over the fi rst weekend in May. It is hoped 
to arrange some sort of event in Skipton a fortnight before, 
working with Craven Museum on a schools’ day involving the 
short boats which are making their way to Shipley. We have 
also been involved with an initiative which will launched at the 
beginning of next year.

The canal in Liverpool, Sefton and West Lancashire is now 
the subject of a project to raise local awareness of its benefi ts to 
the community. Called ‘The Canal Partnership’, the project 
is co-ordinated by the Mersey Basin Campaign and British 
Waterways, with participation by public, private and voluntary 
organisations including the Leeds & Liverpool Canal Society. 
The Society will be particularly concerned with the educational 
aspects of the project, probably helping to produce a schools’ 
pack which will encourage the use of the canal in the teaching 
of various subjects. The Society will also be organising some 
form of event in the area next year, probably a towpath walk in 
the Burscough area. More details in the next edition of Clogs 
and Gansey, though keep 1st August free next year.

Another area where we will be co-operating with British 
Waterways is on the Canal Character Project, details of which 
are on the opposite page. Discussions are also taking place with 
regard to working parties to help conserve the canal’s heritage. 
One worthwhile project would be to continue the work started 
by West Riding IWA of recording and repainting the mileposts 
along the canal. Those in Yorkshire have been listed and some 
new ones erected to replace those which were missing. We 
need to continue this project into Lancashire. Is there anyone 
who would be interested in co-ordinating this project? British 
Waterways already have a pattern for casting new mileposts 
and would be pleased to provide the paint. However, the work 
would need organising, particularly Health & Safety - always 
a worry tosday in these days of litigation. It’s no wonder that 
mangers are always worried by volunteer workers, so its up to 
us to work as professionally as possible. If you are interested, 
please contact Mike Clarke (address on the back page), or 
come along to the AGM in Accrington.
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Canal Heritage, its Recording and Use

One of the main reasons for setting up the Leeds & 
Liverpool Canal Society was to ensure that the canal’s disticntive 
traditions are both recorded and incorporated in modern 
developments. If you have a boat on the canal, why paint it with 
the designs used on narrow boats when the Leeds & Liverpool 
has its own distinctive style of paintwork? The same problem 
can be found on canalside developments where local traditions 
are being merged into a general overall view of Britain’s canal 
heritage. Do we really want our canals to have a single national 
image which will destroy local traditions and possibly break 
links with the local community.

While it is important that people understand that the Leeds 
& Liverpool Canal is part of a national system, it is also important 
that they appreciate its individual character and its importance 
to the local environment.

Individuals within British Waterways have always 
understood the benefits provided by the diversity of 
environments, styles and traditions along our canal system and, 
together with the support of canal enthusiasts and historians, 
a project to identify the particularly important features of each 
waterway has been set up under the control of Bruce Harding 
who is based at Watford. He describes the project below.

Waterway Character Project
Each of our canals and rivers has a unique character 

which is a product of its natural environment, built heritage, 
and its history and traditions. The current use of a waterway 
and the plans for the future will also infl uence that character 
and add to its local distinctiveness.

What is waterway distinctiveness?
There are many dimensions to a waterway’s character. 

Some are obvious and simply require documenting from 
historical and present-day survey sources. After more than 
200 years, a waterway is likely to form a signifi cant part of the 
landscape, and will have become home for many species of 
wildlife. We will, for instance, need to identify which habitats 
are particularly important on each waterway. The nature of 
the buildings and structures on and alongside a waterway are 
often particularly distinctive. We will need to measure which 
vernacular attributes and engineering elements contribute most 
markedly to that waterway’s character. The history and traditions 
of a waterway will undoubtedly be special: again these will need 
to be evaluated.

Some aspects of distinctiveness are opinio-based: people 
will have differing perceptions of what is important to them and 
how they would like the waterway to develop. We are inviting 
our external partners and interested individuals to contribute 
their knowledge and views.

This project will help us add interest to all our waterways 
by highlighting and enhancing the wide range of attributes that 

contribute to the ‘personality’ of a waterway. Work has started 
on the Grand Union Canal, the Grantham Canal and the Leeds 
& Liverpool Canal to test ideas.

Over the next fi ve years British Waterways will develop, 
with user and community in volve ment, initiatives to retain 
(and where necessary re-introduce) individual elements of 
heritage, environment and tradition that combine to make up 
the distinctive character of each of our waterways.

For more information contact Bruce Harding at Watford 
on 01923 201407. A meeting for those particularly interested in 
the Leeds & Liverpool Canal aspects of this project is to be held 
at Wigan at 5-30pm on Wednesday 16th September. If you would 
like to attend, please contact Jayne Kay on 01942 242239.

So how can the Leeds & Liverpool Canal Society help 
with this project? The ‘Heritage & Traditions’ section will be 
our particular concern, though we can also help in relation to 
‘Landscape & Built Environment’.

We have already begun a survey of the canal, looking at what 
survives along the towpath from the days of commercial activity. 
We need to identify the different features of the lockside, especially 
those used by horse boats, to locate wharfs, to extend the survey 
of mileposts into Lancashire, and to identify all those small items 
which make the Leeds & Liverpool Canal so distinctive.

The results already achieved will be of great use to British 
Waterways, not only in the recreation of the canal’s unique 
identity, but also in helping to conserve those items which still 
survive. We have co-ordinators for East Lancashire and for 
Yorkshire (see back page for contact addresses), but we do 
need someone to take on the West Lancashire area. The job is 
not too onerous. Members in the area need contacting to fi nd 
volunteers to walk short sections of towpath and to note on a 
map those objects which relate to the canal’s history. Guidelines 
are provided, and you don’t need to have a great understanding 
of the canal’s history. However, we are sure that your knowledge 
will be greatly improved at the end. Even though I have written 
the history of the canal, I keep fi nding many things which need 
to be researched and explained.

British Waterways have also funded the purchase of several 
mini-disc recorders, with the intention of recording as much 
about the nationalisation of Britain’s canals which took place 
exactly fi fty years ago. Other reminiscences about canals will 
also be recorded. The scheme is being organised by The Boat 
Museum, who have already trained several interviewers. There 
are a number of former L&L canal employees who need to be 
recorded to preserve at least some of their knowledge. 

There are many possibilities for recording all aspects of 
the canal and its history. If you are interested in helping with the 
recording the canal’s history, please contact Mike Clarke (see 
back page for the address), or turn up at the AGM in Accrington 
to fi nd out more about our canal recording projects.
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Station               Stables Horses Remarks
Bankhall                 2   10   for bye traders only
Bootle                   1   10   for bye traders only
Maghull                  1    3    for bye traders only
Burscough             3   25   6 stalls let to Mr.Royle, remainder 

for Co.
Wigan                    3   23
Aspull                    1    8
Botany                   1    8
Johnsons Hillock     1    5
Johnsons Hillock    1    2    for bye traders only
Nova Scotia            -    9
Blackburn              3   13
Blackburn               2    4    for bye traders only
B’burn Dry Dock    1    4    or bye traders only
Rishton                  -    3    for bye traders, rented from 

Sutcliffe
Church                  2    6    for bye traders only 
Church                  4   24
Enfi eld                   3    9
Rose Grove            1    2   for bye traders, rented from 

Broughton
Burnley                 5   36   
Burnley                  1   10 or bye traders only
Nelson                   1    2
Nelson                  2   17    let to Mr.Heap
Barrowford Lock4 1    2
Barrowford Top      1    3
Foulridge Tunnel      1    2
Foulridge               2   8
Foulridge               1    2     for bye traders only
Greenberfi eld Top  1    3
Greenberfi eld Top 1    3    for bye traders only
Banknewton          1    3    rented from Kendrick
B’newton Bottom 1    3    or bye traders only
B’newton Scarland 1    2    for bye traders only
Gargrave                1    4 
Gargrave                1    5   for bye traders only
Skipton                  2   12 
Silsden                   1    6   for bye traders, rented from 

Tempest
Silsden                   1     5 
Stockbridge            1    5
Bingley 5-Rise         2   9 
Bingley W’house     1    2   partly used by company 
Dowley Gap          1    3    for bye traders only
Shipley                  2   17
Gallows Bridge       1    2    for bye traders only
Field                      1    4   partly used by company
Apperley Bridge     1    4    for bye traders only
Forge Lock             1    5    partly used by company
Armley Lock          2    8    partly used by company, rented 

from Smith
Oddy Lock             1    3    partly used by company
Leeds                    1    7
Leeds                    1    4
Bradford                1    9     loose box for company only

The main stables on the canal were at Burscough, where 
there were also facilities for a farrier and the care of sick horses. 
There was also a farm nearby where the horses could be given 
a ‘holiday’. Several places along the canal had a blacksmith’s 
shop next to the stables and, of course, there would also be a 
tackle room where the leather work could be attended to.

A couple of articles have been published in Waterways 
World about horse boating on the L&L, but there is still 
much work to be done in recording the details. One or two 
boatmen who worked with horses are still around, and their 
reminiscences should be recorded. An investigation into 
lockside furniture would also reveal some of the details, 
such as the location of grooves made by ropes, created in 
horseboating days. If anyone is interested, please contact Mike 
Clarke (address on back page).

There are quite a number of archive sources giving details 
of how the operation of horses was controlled. However, they 
are scattered around and, as individual items, are diffi cult 
to interpret. I am sure that if they were properly listed and 
compared a much better understanding would be achieved. 

The following comes from family papers in the North 
Yorkshire Record Offi ce in Northallerton. Mr. D’Arcy Wyvill 
was one of the Leeds & Liverpool directors at the end of the 19th 
century, and he was particularly concerned with the company’s 
horses. He was received this letter in 1890 from Mr. Somerset 
who worked in the Liverpool offi ce in Pall Mall.

Dear Sir,
In further reply to your letter of the 21st inst., if 

horses are not allowed to be worked till they are only fi t for 
the knackers we should certainly have better horses on the 
bank and I think that we should be able to get considerably 
more work out of them; but whether the increased work & 
increased price we should get would compensate for the 
one or two years work we should lose is more than I can 
say at present.

I have talked this and the other matters over with 
Reynolds (He was in charge of the company’s horses. Ed.Reynolds (He was in charge of the company’s horses. Ed.Reynolds ( ) and He was in charge of the company’s horses. Ed.) and He was in charge of the company’s horses. Ed.
we both think that the experiment is well worth trying.

With regard to the waterproof covers for the horses, 
there is no doubt at all that they would be a benefi t to all the 
horses if we could ensure that they would be properly used. A 
diffi culty arises owing to the horses having to be stabled in 
other than the Cos. own stables and at places where there is 
no provision for drying them after use on a wet day.

Our boatmen after leaving Bursco are under very little 
control except at one or two places and I am afraid that 
they would neglect to dry the covers if all were supplied with 
them. They could be tried fi rst with the Wigan lock horses 
and then if they were found to be a benefi t the use could be 
extended, as I have no doubt by some means the diffi culty I 
have named could be obviated. For this purpose we ought to 
have about 12 covers and Reynolds is obtaining prices from 
some Liverpool makers and from Unite.…

A Bit about Canal Horses
Below is a list of the stables, circa 1900, used by the horses 

of the Canal Company. However it is not a complete list of stables 
on the canal as there were many private ones as well.
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My wife and I having just returned from our 3 weeks 
on the Leeds & Liverpool canal I thought I would summarize 
our experiences for anyone interested in this route. Our boat 
was the 56' WILLOW from Middlewich Narrowboats. We made 
the run from Middlewich to Wigan in two days, cruising about 
10 hours each day. We spent the second night moored below 
the bottom lock of the Wigan 21 so we would be ready when 
BW unlocked the gates at 8:30 the next morning. We had the 
assistance of two BW employees, and they made the job a LOT 
easier. It took exactly 3 hours to ascend the fl ight.

I expected Blackburn to be the most troublesome stretch 
of canal in terms of rubbish, etc. but was pleasantly surprised. 
Yes, there is some junk in the canal, but it appears that the city 
and/or BW is making an effort to improve the canal environment. 
It was Burnley that had the most deplorable canal conditions 
we've ever encountered, which was a real shame as the canal 
route through the city is very interesting. The canal was full of 
chairs, sofas, tables, TV sets, not to mention the usual collection 
of shopping trollies and traffi c cones. At one point I had to stop 
and remove the weed hatch to get a large square of plastic 
sheeting, six feet of blue polypropolene line, AND a discarded 
jacket off of our propeller. We'd picked all this up under one 
bridge. However, the mill buildings in the Weaver's Triangle 
and the Burnley embankment are worth seeing.

The section of canal from Foulridge on to Saltaire/Shipley 
is fabulous and well worth the effort it takes to get there. It's 
defi nitely the most beautiful countryside we've ever been through 
on a canal. I'd heard a lot about the swing bridges and how 
tough they are to operate. I didn't operate every one of them 
myself, but while the ones I did operate were certainly heavy 
they presented no problems at all.

The Bingley Five-Rise is a remarkable piece of architecture 
and the resident lock keeper, who's been in charge of the 
Bingley Five and Three Rise locks for 20 years, is a real artist 
with water. We descended and ascended the locks solo, and 
he knew exactly which paddles to open and how much to open 
them to keep the boat stationary on one side of chamber at 
all times.

We had intended to go all the way to Leeds, but we 

enjoyed the high country so much that we turned around at 
Saltaire/Shipley and headed back to spend more time in the 
hills near East Marton.

The stretch of canal between Wigan and Worsley is very 
desolate through the waste ground left from the mining activities. 
Ground subsidence is dramatic, with small lakes having formed 
far below the level of the canal.

For someone used to operating narrow locks, wide locks 
are a fair amount more work, especially when there are only two 
of you. Everything is heavier, and the paddle gear can be very 
slow to open and close. There were not many boats in action on 
this canal, so we were by ourselves in almost every lock. 

Things to watch out for: kids with slinghshots on the 
outskirts of Blackburn. We weren't shot at but you had the 
feeling the kids were just itching to let fl y in your direction. 
Debris in the canal. Know how to use the weed hatch. In a 
couple of places the boat rode up over Lord-knows-what in 
the center of the canal, tipping the whole boat about 15-20 
degrees to one side. Debris caught in the gate paddles, or gate 
paddles not lowered all the way. This is a real surprise when 
you're descending as there is no clue of this until the water 
drops to the level of the gate paddle at which point you are 
suddenly hit with a solid stream of water shooting across the 
chamber at your stern.

Reasons to go: Most beautiful canal in the UK (that we've 
experienced, anyway). Fascinating variety, from old mills to 
totally rural pastureland and hills. Lots of birds, including 
curlews, lapwings, swans, herons, oystercatchers, and even 
several kingfi shers (near Red Rock).

Rumors that aren't true: It takes all day to do the Wigan 
21. The swing bridges are exhausting to work.

Rumors that are true: The water can get very violent in 
the locks while they're fi lling. If you use the wrong technique 
when ascending alone, your boat will get slammed around rather 
hard. Take advantage of BW's offer of assistance up or down the 
Wigan 21. They're very pleasant fellows and they'll make your 
job a lot easier and more enjoyable. Kids love to let water out 
of the pounds if they can get the anti-vandal cuffs off. Always 
relock the cuffs securely, especially around Wigan.

A trip on the L&L, an American perspective 
by C. Marin Faure

A horse boat ascending Barrowford 
Locks. Note that the horse is being fed 
from a nose tin. This was normal at locks 
as the horse would stand easier while 
waiting for the boat to ascend or descend 
when it had something to eat.
The line of the canal, as originally 
planned, would have continued along 
the right hand side of the valley below 
this lock. Instead, today it curves away 
to the left, crossing Colne Water on an 
aqueduct and embankment.
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BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS

Chairman (& Newsletter Ed.)
Mike Clarke, 41 Fountain Street, Accrington, BB5 0QR.
01254 395848
Secretary
Marilyn Sumner, 152 Tower Hill Road, Upholland, Nr. Wigan, WN8 
0DT. 01695 632089
Minutes Secretary
Anne (and Alan) Holden, 48 Marlborough Road, Accrington, BB5 
6AY. 01254 232759
Treasurer
Marilyn (and John) Freear, Worsley Dry Dock, Worsley Road, 
Worsley, M28 2WN. 0161 728 4211
Colin Sidaway, 377 Highfi eld Road, Idle, Brad ford, BD10 8RS.
John Stott, 22 Bracken Ghyl Drive, Silsden, BD20 9RT.

Those who have been interested in the history of the canal 
for sometime will know the book ‘Twixt Liverpool and Leeds’, a 
guide to the canal published in the 1930s by the L&LCC. I can 
now photocopy this to produce an A5 sized booklet of some 
80 pages. The book has a line map of the canal showing all the 
locks, bridges, wharves, warehouses and canalside industry. If 
anyone is interested in having a copy, cost £4, please contact 
Mike Clarke, address below.

Do any other societies or individuals have publications 
which would be of interest to L&LC Society members?

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Rev. David Long, St. Mary’s Vicarage, Warrington Road, Wigan, WN3 
4. 01942 864383

Because of the length of the canal, we have divided the canal 
into three sections with a committee member to co-ordinate activities 
on each length. 

Yorkshire Members (Leeds-Greenberfi eld)
David & Isabel Shuttleworth, Southbank, 32 Old Hollins Hill, 
Guiseley, LS20 8EW. 01943 873863
East Lancashire Members (Greenberfi eld-Wigan Top Lock)
Geoff & Margaret Rothwell, 86 Lower Manor Lane, Burnley, BB12 
0EF. 01282 702249
West Lancashire Members (Wigan-Liverpool)
Vacant.

SOCIETY AND OTHER EVENTS ALONG THE L&L
29th August to 12th September. Canal Society of New Jersey 
trip along the L&L, starting from Skipton. 30th August - Saltaire, 
7th September - Blackburn, 10th September - Skipton. Organised 
by Capt. Bill McKelvey, who tells me they would be pleased to 
meet any canal or industrial history enthusiasts during their 
visit. Full details can be obtained from Mike Clarke (see below 
for address).
Saturday 29th August. L&L Canoe Marathon starts in Liverpool. 
Details on 01942 242239 (BW)
28th-31st August. National Waterways Festival, Salford Quays. 
Roger Lorenz will be taking his L&L short boat Severn, so the 
L&L will be represented!
Saturday & Sunday 12th & 13th September. The Society will 
be attending the Local History Fair in Accrington Town Hall, 
10-00am to 4-00pm.
Sunday 13th September. Towpath walk from the Weavers’ 
Triangle Visitor Centre, Burnley. Lasting about one hour, it starts 
at 2-15. Further details on 01282 453007 or 423019.

Wednesday 16th September. Waterway Character Project 
meeting at Wigan, 5-30pm. Contact Jayne Kay, 01942 242239 
for further details.
Saturday 10th October. Slide show by John Tomlinson on the 
L&L around Burnley and Colne, 2-00pm in Higherford Methodist 
Chapel, Barrowford, Nelson (near the Toll House on Gisburn 
Road). Admission £1-00, tea and biscuits, for further details 
please ring: 01282 702249
Saturday 14th November. Towpath walk followed by AGM. For 
walk, meet in Bridge Street, Church, at 11-00am.  Bridge Street is 
off the Accrington to Blackburn road, next to the canal warehouse. 
It is close to Church & Oswaldtwistle railway station.
AGM: 2-00pm in the lecture room in Accrington Library. The library 
is opposite St.James’ Church in the centre of Accrington.
Saturday to Monday 1st-3rd May 1999. Canal Heritage 
weekend to be held at Shipley.
31st July/1st August 1999. Provisional date for a towpath walk 
in Burscough to look at boatmen’s housing, stabling and the 
canal boatmen’s mission.

SUBSCRIPTIONS & MEMBERSHIP

Members are reminded that subscriptions for the 
forthcoming year will be due soon. A leafl et is enclosed with 
this newsletter for those whose membership needs renewal.

At the moment we have some 123 memberships, though 
the actual number of members is sligthly higher as there are 
some family memberships. We have 65 members in Lancashire, 
31 in Yorkshire, 8 in Manchester, 4 on Merseyside, the rest 
coming from other parts of the country. I am sorry to report 
the death of one member, Sir John Knill, the well-known canal 
enthusiast and supporter of canal carrying.


