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St. Andrew’s Mission 100th Anniversary, the procession, supported by Banks Band, leaves the Boatmen’s
Mission en route for the open-air canalside service at Crabtree Lane.

AGM: Saturday 29th October 2005
This year the AGM will be held at 1-00pm in
Barnoldswick Library. The library is on the main road
through Barnoldswick, on the opposite side of the road to
the Coop supermarket, and the room opens at 12-30pm.
As usual, members of the committee will be seeking reelection. If there are nominations, those being nominated
must agree, and all nominations should be sent to the
Chairman or President at least seven days prior to the AGM.
If you have any proposals or items for the agenda, these
should also be sent to a committee member seven days
before the meeting. Please come along and support the
Society, particularly if you have any suggestions for events
or other activities which you think should be organised.
We hope to arrange refreshments.
There will be a walk at Greenberfield Locks beforehand,
starting at 10-45am. See the back page for details. It may
be possible for committee members to arrange a lift if you
do not have transport.

Membership Renewal 2005/6
The AGM marks the time for membership renewals.
Please send these to the Membership Secretary whose
address is on the back page. The rates still remain the same
at £5 for individuals and £9 for families, with these rates
halved for the unwaged. To make paying easier, a Standing
Order form is included with this edition of C&G.
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Events and Happenings
Editorial Apology
This edition of Clogs & Gansey is a little late. This is a result
of your editor moving house, something which involved a
long wait with part of his library and canal information in
boxes, and then only a matter of days to organise the move.
Since then I have been involved in house improvements
and then a short holiday prior to finishing the newsletter.
Hopefully such interuptions to the peaceful flow of life will
not happen again for some time!
Walks Apology
A couple of our walks may have caused members
difficulties in that Mike Hustler and myself made a mistake
in compiling the list of walks – each of us thought the
other was leading a walk when we were both away. Dates
were also incorrect in the back page list as these were
put together in something of a rush. Hopefully things
will return to some semblance of order now that I have
moved!
Skipton Festival, May Bank Holiday
Another extremely successful stand promoted the Society
at Skipton, with £377 being raised by the hard work of
Lynton and Freda Childs. Our thanks go to them and to the
others who helped on the stand. Lynton also represented
the Society at the IWA’s National Rally at Preston Brook and
at other rallies this year. He would be delighted if other
members could help him in the future.
Daffodil bulbs
Our committee member, David Cox, has a supply of daffodil
bulbs for planting along the towpath. He will have a supply
at the AGM for anyone who wants them, and I am sure will
supply them from home if you contact him. See the back
page for his address.
Leeds & Liverpool Canal - Planning
ISIS, the waterside regeneration company half owned by
BW, have made public their plans for the development of
Leeds Canal Basin. A waterway consultation group has
been set up with representatives from BW, IWA, NABO and
AWCC to discuss the waterway issues such as moorings
and the dry docks with ISIS. If you have waterway related
comments please contact IWA branch secretary Ian Moore
at westriding@waterways.org.uk. People can of course
comment to Leeds City Council on the planning application
as well.
Bradford Metropolitan District Council has produced
the Leeds & Liverpool Canal Conservation Area Assessment.
This is a review of the conservation area covering the
canal corridor in the Bradford district. It is currently
undergoing a period of public consultation until the 30th
June and is available to view at Bradford, Shipley, Bingley,
Keighley and Silsden Libraries and at Bradford, Shipley

Members of Burscough Parish Church and St.
Andrews Mission on board Severn as they leave
Parbold. The other boats are ahead.

and Keighley Planning Offices, and also on the internet at
http://www.bradford.gov.uk/council/planning/heritage/
cons_list _leeds_liverpool.asp
Water Supply
The canal’s reservoirs feeding the summit level are
particularly low at the moment following the long dry
summer. The summit level locks and those at Bank Newton
and Gargrave were locked overnight from 12th September
and the locks were closed completely from Barrowford to
Gargrave closed from the 19th September.
In the canal’s commercial heyday, there were several
closures in the years around 1900. Then, the majority
of traffic was in the winter when coal was in demand, so
water demand was at a minimum in the summer. Today
the opposite is the case, so we must have some sympathy
with British Waterways’ problems in keeping the canal
navigable. What do you think?
L&LC Resources on CD
I have quite a number of articles and publications in pdf
format for those with a computer. All the back copies of
Clogs & Gansey are available, including the three which
Alan Holden produced prior to the Society being formed.
Walks leaflets for Bank Newton and Church have been
compiled, as have leaflets on L&LC boat painting and
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knitting a boatman’s gansey. More recently, the original
1768 prospectus, the Settle Canal prospectus and
discussion documents regarding the alteration of the L&L
Canal’s line in the early 1790s, together with early maps,
have been produced.
I also have a variety of early nineteenth century articles
on canals available – some are general and some are from
French sources, such as an article on the underground
canals at Worsley. I hope to make these available via the
internet, but can also provide pdf files on CD.
Historic Boats
Keith MacArthur writes that in early September he saw
Ambush, Victoria and Medlock (ex-A41
(ex) at Wigan,
together with Fair Maiden, an ex-ACN flyboat which was
converted for passenger use by BW in the 1960s. Three
such boats survive: the others are Pauline, at Leigh, and
June, possibly at Sheffield. Keith saw a further five short
boats recently: Severn, Weaver and Dee at Worsley, and
Irwell and A37 at the Potato Wharf in Manchester.
User Group Meetings
Amongst the topics raised at the NW User Group Meeting
held at Wigan were the problems of sunken boats, litter
bins, overhanging trees, assisted passage at locks, weed
in the Liverpool area, and various mooring problems.
Dredging is now proposed for two sites: at Crooke and
Rawlinson Bridge. The lack of water this summer was
also discussed.
Membership
There are currently 148 members of the society. Don’t
forget to send in your subscription for this year which is
due from the start of November. A Standing Order form
is included with this edition which should make it easier
for you to keep up-to-date if you would like to pay in this
way. It will certainly make it easier for our Membership
Secretary!

Taking Severn down to Parbold enabled us to inspect
the locks around Wigan. Damage to the lock walls
just above the bottom gates, and below the upper
gates, was apparent on several. This was probably
the result of numerous loaded boats, when being
stopped by ropes, hitting the lock sides, particularly
in the case of the damage below the upper gates.

Welcome to the following new members: Ms Anderson,
Mr & Mrs Dale, Mr Demkiw, Mr & Mrs Willey, Northern
Pride Narrowboats, Mr MacKinder, Miss Lambert, Mr &
Mrs Armes, Mr & Mrs Kelty (thanks for the additional
donation), Mr & Mrs Crowther, Mr MacKenzie, and Mr
Mann.
Complaints
At the last committee meeting there was some discussion
about various problems on the canal.Members are asked
to write to British Waterways if they have a complaint or
problem as this will allow them to assess the scale of these.
Although you may think that your individual letter will
not be acted upon, if there are sufficient people writing it
should ensure some action. The address of L&LC British
Waterways offices are:
L&LC Manager, BW, Trafalgar House, Temple Court,
Birchwood, Risley, Warrington, WA3 6GD
or
L&LC Manager, BW, Fearns Wharf, Neptune Street,
Leeds, LS9 8PB

Inside St. Andrew’s Mission before Wendy Frear’s
talk on Boatmen’s Missions. Mike Hustler is in the
background inspecting the model of the Mission.
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The Liverpool Link
The following report has been sent out as part of the
IWA’s monthly Bulletin:
British Waterways has secured all the funding needed
for construction work on the Liverpool Link to start. The
last piece in the financial jigsaw was the announcement of
a £7.5 million award from the Merseyside Objective One
programme, which completed the £17 million funding.
Work on the new waterway will start early in 2006 and
is due for completion at the end of 2007, which is the
city’s 800th anniversary, and in readiness for the Capital
of Culture celebrations in 2008.
British Waterways expects the Liverpool Canal Link to
entice more than 4,500 boat visits to Liverpool’s waterfront
each year, adding colour and vibrancy to the currently
underused waterways around Liverpool’s southern
docklands. Boats will be able to navigate through the
current canal terminus at Stanley Dock and into the
heart of the city’s new focal point at Pier Head. British
Waterways estimates that the Link and boats will attract
200,000 extra visitors a year spending an additional £1.9
million, generating nearly 200 jobs for Merseyside.
Once complete the new waterway will connect
Liverpool’s docks to the 127 mile Leeds & Liverpool Canal.
Already the longest single canal in Britain, the Link will
increase the length of the canal by a further 1.4 miles.
A previous connection from the South Docks to the
Leeds & Liverpool Canal was abandoned in the early 20th
century when Liverpool’s Three Graces were built over a
dock following the decline in the carriage of waterways
freight between the docks and the Canal.
As well as the £7.5m funding from European Objective
One Funding, previously pledged money is being provided
by North West Development Agency (£7.5 million), English
Partnerships (£1.7 million) and British Waterways
(£210k).

Proposals for the Link have enjoyed strong local
support, not least from IWA’s Merseyside and West
Lancashire Branch, and the Association has endeavoured
to demonstrate that support to potential funding providers
at every opportunity and has worked closely with BW. The
Association congratulates British Waterways on the success
in gaining funding and promoting the project to its current
stage.
The Liverpool Canal Link is expected to act as a
catalyst to the wider regeneration to communities along
the Leeds & Liverpool Canal corridor through Merseyside.
At present, the western end of the Leeds & Liverpool is
much underused, with the current terminus of the canal
not proving sufficient attraction to draw boaters or
other visitors. The new link should change this. British
Waterways is working in close partnership with Liverpool
City Council, Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council and
Mersey Waterfront on opportunities to benefit the whole
canal corridor from the greater visitor numbers.
The European Union designated Merseyside as an
Objective One area for a second time in 2000, as the area’s
economic performance - as measured by Gross Domestic
Product per head - was below 75% of the European Union
average. Being classified as an Objective One area means
that between 2000 and 2008, Merseyside should benefit
from a £2 billion investment programme - £910 million
from the European Union, matched by £910 million from
the UK Government and a further £400million from the
private sector. Draft figures published in January indicate
that Merseyside has now bridged the performance gap
- local Gross Domestic Product now stands at 76.13% of
the European Union average (or 83.44% when the ten
recent entrants to the European Union are included in
calculations).

Foulridge Upper Reservoir
photographed recently to
show the lack of water.
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Sollom to Tarleton
This year was the 200 th anniversary of
the opening of the canal from Sollom to
Tarleton.
The canal from Rufford to Sollom was
built by the Douglas Navigation and opened
around 1760, and the lock at Sollom dates
from this time. The canal down from
Burscough to Rufford was opened on the
19th October, 1781, Sollom developing as a
small port despite difficulties in navigating
the tidal Douglas.
The extension of the canal to Tarleton
was part of the Croston Drainage scheme,
and the cost of building the canal was first
considered in April 1800, with agreement
to the development being given on 19 th
September 1800. Stone for construction
was brought from Parbold Quarry, boats
carrying this being given priority at the
locks. In 1803 it was decided to build a
warehouse at Tarleton (Bank) Bridge. The
cost of Tarleton Lock exceeded estimates,
and Messrs Knowles were allowed an extra
£150 on the total cost of £370. Some stone
came from the old Douglas Navigation halftide lock at Tarleton which was about 200
yards below the present lock.
The new canal finally opened on 25th
July 1805.
Above is the earliest scheme for Croston
Drainage. As built, the drainage channels
were straighter, the original channels still
forming the parish boundaries on current
OS maps.
Left is Sollom in 1827. Some of the old port
buildings still survived, together with the
old route of the river.

Right is Tarleton in 1827 with
the site of the old Douglas
Navigation lock by the river
far right. The original Douglas
Navgation lock house and
wharf masters’ house still
survive.
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Photos in Accrington Library

Accrington Library has a collection of newscuttings and
photos, dating from circa 1900, called ‘Lancashire Places
and Faces’. The above photo shows the Aspen Viaduct, near
Church, prior to convertion to an embankment. The railway
crossed the canal far left. Several similar wooden viaducts
were built by the East Lancashire Railway, including one in
Wigan just after the railway crossed the canal after leaving
Wallgate Station. I feel certain that this viaduct was the

origin of the story of Wigan Pier. The location certainly
fits the words of George Formby Senior’s song, source of
the name, much better than the coal tip in Wigan which
subsequently became known as Wigan Pier.
Below is a picture of Bottling Wood Mill, near Wigan. I
think this is the site which was served by the Bottling Wood
Canal in the woods below the canal near Haigh Hall and
which was described in volume 7 of Clogs & Gansey.
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The Accrington Canal
Also to be found in Accrington Library are the deposited plans for the Accrington Canal. There was an application
to Parliament for this branch canal in 1875, with a proposal for a branch to Colne also being suggested in 1880.
This was the time when the canal was being improved and competing very effectively with the Lancashire &
Yorkshire railway in the area.
The Accrington Canal was to have a ‘ring’ at its end just below the railway viaduct and close to the Corporation’s various yards,
the gas works and the local flour mill. The northern side of the ring was abandoned early in the planning stages, the whole scheme
falling because of the cost. The canal company did not offer any financial support, probably because they were too involved in
improving their existing facilities at the time.
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Material on CD
This map is one of those now available on CD. It is the c1770 scheme for the route of the canal to Liverpool. The canal would have passed through Whalley Gap into the Ribble
Valley after passing down the northern banks of the Calder Valley through Padiham. This would have made easy access to the limestone quarries in the Ribble Valley. Branches were
proposed toSettle, Clitheroe, Burnley and Blackburn and the original 1770s route of the Lancaster Canal can also be seen. By the time the canal was built through East Lancashire
the textile and coal industries had become more important than limestone, so the route was changed to pass through Burnley and Blackburn.
Two maps showing the two routes in East Lancashire are also available, one of which also shows the proposed Liverpool Canal which was to pass through the area just to the
north of the Mersey between Liverpool and Widnes and then reach the Douglas Navigation at Wigan after crossing the Sankey Navigation. The scheme failed in Parliament.

Clogs & Gansey Index, Vols 1-15
Issue number/page, ‘os’ is the pre society C&G by Alan Holden. All copies are available in pdf format on CD.
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EVENTS & GUIDED WALKS 2005-6
Tuesday 18th October 2005

Saturday 25th March 2006

Upholland U3A, talk by Mike Clarke on the Douglas
Navigation, 10-00am, contact W D Evans on 01695
623050 for venue details.

Meet at 1-30pm at Apperley Bridge, Dobson Locks,
for a walk to Rodley. (6 miles) It may be possible to
include this with a sail on the Lancashire Enterprise
and a meeting in the canal offices at Dobson Lock.

Sunday 23rd October 2005

Mayday Holiday 2006

Bancroft Mill Engine, Barnoldswick, in steam during
the afternoon.

Skipton Canal Festival: no further details available at
present.

Thursday 27 October 2005
th

Walk from Chorley Station to Bamber Bridge along
Lancaster Canal tramway route by RCHS. Meet at
Chorley Station at 10-18am.

Whitsun Holiday 2006
Possible transport of a bale of cotton to the Weavers
Triangle, Burnley, from Liverpool, This was to have
taken place in October 2005 but was cancelled due to
financial difficulties.

Saturday 29th October 2005
Pre-AGM walk. Meet at 10-30am at the top of
Greenberfield Locks. (2-3 miles)

Enjoy a leisurely towpath walk & discover more about
the canal’s history. The approximate total distance is
shown
For further information about society walks contact
Mike Hustler on: 01282 816476

AGM in Barnoldswick Library at 1-00pm.
Saturday 19th November 2005
RCHS Waterway History Workshop on Welsh
Waterways, Whitchurch, £17-50 inc lunch, details from
Ray Shill, 0121 784 6875

Membership Leaflet
The membership leaflets for the Society have been
updated. If members require copies of the leaflet for
distribution, could they contact a committee member.
The Society web page
For those with access to the internet, don’t forget the
Society’s web page which can be found at
http://townsleyb.members.beeb.net/llcs/
Brian Townsley also has useful lists for those interested
in the geneaology of boating familes on his site
L&LC Boat Decoration
A PDF file (Adobe Acrobat) with details of boat painting
and other traditions on the Leeds & Liverpool can be
downloaded from my web pages: http://www.mike.clarke
.zen.co.uk/home.htm

Friday 30th December 2005
Post-Christmas stroll. Meet at 1-00pm at Gargrave,
Anchor Lock, for a stroll down the locks to Holme
Bridge. (3-4 miles)

Thursday 26th January 2006
Talk by Mike Clarke for Parbold Agricultural
Discussion Group, Eagle & Child, Bispham Green,
8-00pm.

Sunday 5th February 2006
Meet at 1-30pm at Maghull, Draper's Bridge No 11B,
for a walk to Lydiate. (5 miles)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Membership Secretary: Mike Hustler, 10 Meadow
Way, Barnoldswick, BB18 6HP. 01282 816476
Alan Holden, 48 Marlborough Road, Accrington,
BB5 6AY. 01254 232759
Geoff Rothwell, 86 Lower Manor Lane, Burnley,
BB12 0EF. 01282 702249
Lynton Childs, 16 Lingmoor Drive, Burnley, BB12
8UY. 01282 427950
David Cox, Crossfield Cottage, off Bury Lane,
Withnell, PR6 8HB. 01254 830947
Kenneth Price, 52 Top Barn Lane, Rossendale,
BB4 7UF. 0781050339

President (& Newsletter editor): Mike Clarke, 8
Green Bank, Barnoldswick, BB18 6HX. 01282
850430, email: mike.clarke@zen.co.uk
Chairman: David Shuttleworth, Southbank, 32 Old
Hollins Hill, Guiseley, LS20 8EW. 01943 873863
Secretary: Mrs Margaret Hammond, Warren
House, 27 Skipton Road, Gargrave, BD23 3SA.
01756 749301
Minutes Sec.: MrsJeanette Stevens, 12 Dalecroft
Rise, Bradford, BD15 9AX. 01274 492589
Treasurer: John Stott, 22 Bracken Ghyll Drive,
Silsden, BD20 9QT. 01535 656649
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