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1802 survey from Liverpool to Wigan, the 1826/7 survey 
of the whole canal, the 1821 survey of the Leigh Branch 
and the 1864 survey of the Southern Lancaster Canal. Some 
early pamphlets and outline maps have also been copied, 
and these should be available soon. Please send your 
suggestions as to other material to copy to Mike Hustler 
or Mike Clarke.

Miscellany
AGM Date Alteration

Because of the Chairman’s personal commitments, 
we have brought forward the date of this year’s AGM to 
Saturday 29th October, 2005. It will probably be held in 
the Library at Barnoldswick as last year.

Society Secretary
Our new Secretary is Mrs Margaret Hammond, whose 

address is on the back page. Could members please send 
any correspondance to her so that we can maintain our 
records. If you have anything which needs bringing up 
at committee meetings, the next four will be held on 17th

March, 31st July, 6th October and 14th January.

L&LC Archives
As you can see from the above map, we have been 

digitally copying some of the old surveys of the canal. So 
far we have part of the 1770 plan through Lancashire, the 

The L&LC 1826/7 survey of the whole canal has 
been copied, courtesy of British Waterways, for use 
in association with walks, etc undertaken by the 
society. Here is the water supply from Morton Beck, 
with the limekilns alongside Rishforth Swing Bridge, 
now known as Morton Bridge 198A.
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AGM
The AGM was held this year in Barnoldswick Library. The 
various committee reports were given, and copies of the 
Treasurer’s report are available from the Treaurer if you 
were unable to attend and are interested.

On the committee, Margaret Rothwell is standing down, 
though Geoff is maintaining the family’s interest. Thanks to 
Margaret for her support over the past years. We have two 
new members: Mrs Margaret Hammond has become our 
Hon. Secretary and Mrs Jeanette Stevens has become our 
Hon Minutes Secretary. We welcome them to the committee 
and hope that by dividing the Secretary’s post it will make 
things less arduous for both of them!

Membership is currently standing at around 100 – have 
you sent yours?

Skipton Festival, May Bank Holiday Weekend
The annual Skipton Canal Festival is being held over the 
weekend of the Mayday Bank Holiday. The society will 
be having a stand, so if you can help with looking after 
the stand please can you contact Lynton 
Childs, 01282 427950, who will be 
attending with his boat. We are hoping 
to have some new display material which 
will help with telling visitors about the 
canal and its history. There will also be a 
guided walk on the Sunday afternoon, see 
the back page for more details.

Tombola Prizes - Skipton
Lyton and Frieda Childs organised a 
fi nancially very successful Tombola stall 
at last year’s Skipton Festival. They are 
hoping to run a similar competition this 
year and are looking for suitable items 
for prizes. If you have anything, can you 
contact Lynton on 01282 427950.

Events and Happenings
Barrowford Locks

Congratulations to the BW staff who look after Barrowford 
Locks as they won the Northern award for the best kept 
locks and came second in the National awards. Those 
who came to the walk prior to the AGM will have been 
able to see and appreciate the work which has been put 
into improving the locks which are now a very well used 
walk by local people. the Society has mentione problems 
with fencing at the third lock which it is hoped will be 
improved over the winter.

Mitchell & Kenyon Films
On BBC 2 recently you may have seen the old cine fi lm 
taken by Blackburn photographers Mitchell & Kenyon. 
Congratulations should be sent to society member Peter 
Worden who save these important fi lms from destruction. 
Peter has been collecting old photos, particularly of the 
Blackburn area, for many years and  copies of some of 
his collection have been included previously in Clogs & 
Gansey.

Gargrave
The glass vase which was won last year by the Gargrave 

Germination Group at the RHS Show in Birmingham with 
their garden based on Gargrave Locks is now on show 
in Gargrave Village Hall. It is seen here with some of the 
group’s members at the unveiling last December.

The photo of the former mill at Eshton Road Lock was 
taken on the same day. The building was almost certainly 
a canal warehouse before being used as a mill. Note the 
cut-away corner which allowed clearance for the wooden 
external crane which served the two sets of doorways. The 
building has now been converted to fl ats.
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Daffodil bulbs
Our committee member, David Cox, has organised asupply 
daffodil bulbs for planting along the towpath. Several 
members took some at the AGM, and hopefully there will 
be a good show in Spring. They have already been planted 
at Altham Barn Bridge, Chorley, Tarleton, Bank Newton, 
Silsden and elswhere, and I am sure David will supply 
more for next year if you contact him. See the back page 
for his address.

Bridge Rollers
Member Mike Howson is continuing to install replacment 
bridge rollers, and he has several sites identifi ed which 
still have all the necessary ironwork. I walked from 
Bank Newton to East Marton recently and the number of 
footmarks around the roller on the bends was noticable. 
Obviously people are stopping to have a look, and we shall 
have to put up some information to tell them about the 
rollers and about the society.

Emery paper
Ken Price has a supply of emery cloth in rolls. He sells 
these at rallies and elsewhere, the money previously going 
to the Lancaster Canal restoration. He has now offered 
us the chance to sell it at £10 per roll, about one eighth 
of the usual price, and we will be selling it at events or 
directly from Ken.

Cotton Exhibition
Merseyside Maritime Museum are putting on a display 
about the cotton industry, and member Brian Hall, 
wearing his Weavers Triangle hat, is hoping to transport 
some cotton from Liverpool to Burnley where it can be 
converted into cloth by the textile museums at Helmshore 
and Queen Street in Burnley. If you have not seen them 
yet, I can certainly recommend a visit. It is hoped that the 
cotton will be carried in one of the short boats owned by 
society members. More details will be given in the next 
edition of Clogs & Gansey.

The Canal in Pendle
On the 20th January, several members attended the 
‘Invest 2005’ presentation organised by Pendle BC. They 
have £300,000 and are looking for ideas and projects 
to enhance the canalside in Pendle. Hopefully we can 
work with them to help with improving access to and 
understanding of the canal. One project which we hope 
to carry out is to produce some information panels about 
the history of canalside sites within Pendle and a walk 
leafl et, initially from Greenberfi eld to Foulridge.

Burscough Boatmen’s Mission
This year is the 100th Annivesary of the erection of the 

Boatmen’s Mission in New Lane, Burscough. It was in 1854 
that the L&LCCo fi rst gave 5 Guineas each for a society at 
each end of the canal for the improvement of labourers 
and boatmen employed on the canal. A similar amount 
was given the following year to the Town Mission Society 
of Leeds, so it seems that fi rst Boatmen’s Mission on the 
L&LC was there. A picture of the more modern building 
used later, next to the canal below Offi ce Lock and now 
demolished, is overleaf. 

According to Moses Jackson, who worked for the 
mission, the Liverpool & Wigan Boatmen’s Mission 
was established in 1864 by Mr & Mrs Wood who were 
dissenters. Jackson was writing in 1876 to the Minister of 
Health, complaining about George Smith’s description of 
boat people when he was campaigning for improvement 
to their conditions. He states that on the L&LC:

This (Smith’s description) I am bound to deny and 
am assured by all the residents near the canal between 
Liverpool and Wigan that within the last 12 years (since 
the Mission was formed) the transformation which has 
taken place in the boat people is really wonderful - in 
cleanliness, language and general conduct.

He goes on to say that there were between 500 and 600 
boats on the canal between Liverpool and Wigan, besides 
those from other canals. And regarding the people, at least 
50% can read, not more than 20% classed as drunkard, 
not more than 1% living as man and wife unmarried - four 
expected soon to get married, 50% leave their children 
at home to go to school, 90% have houses on the bank, 
and this has doubled in the last ten years. Looking around 
Burscough today it is possible to identify many boatmen’s 
houses, most dating from between 1870 and 1910.

From 1878 the canal company allowed the Liverpool 
& Wigan Canal Mission to use an old offi ce in Liverpool 
as a meeting room, and they were given £10 per annum. 
New premises were probably provided when the Liverpool 
terminus was rebuilt in the 1880s, and the L&WCM was 
taken over by the Mersey Mission to Seamen in 1891, the 
subscription of £10 now going to them.
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When the canal was being built, the amount of work undertaken by individual 
stone masons was sometimes calculated from the mason’s mark inscribed on each 
stone. We know who the canal’s engineers were, and the main contractors can 
often be found from contracts included in the canal company’s minutes which are 
now held in the Public Record Offi ce at Kew. However, little is known about the 
individual workers who built the canal. One way of fi nding out more about where 
and how people worked would be to record the individual masons’ marks which 
can sometimes be found on bridges or lock sides. this would show the area where 
individual people worked. Did they just work in localised areas, or did they travel 
along the canal as it was built? Perhaps the marks will show where locks have been 
rebuilt, additional marks, such as the date on the lockside of the third lock on 
the Barrowford fl ight, would also help in telling the history of the canal. It would 
make a good project for someone wanting to walk the length of the canal. The 
mark shown here is on the bridge halfway up the fl ight at Johnsons Hillock.

Mason’s Marks

A new Mission building 
was built in 1908, and the 
front wall can still be seen 
at the northern end of the 
canal warehouses Pall Mall. 
Its opening was probably the 
reason for an article on the 
L&LC Mission appearing in the 
Mersey Mission to Seamen’s 
Logbook in 1908.

In this it states that Mr Hendriksen had been working 
with the canal people for the past fi fteen years, and it was 
he who arranged for the construction of the Boatmen’s 
Mission in New Lane. Inside there is a memorial to his 
work. The original mission room was above the stables 
alongside Crabtree Bridge which now form part of the 
Slipway. Previously these buildings had been a shop and 
stables for boat people, and it is said that you could buy 
anything you needed for a boat here. The Mission is said 
to have arranged dances above the stables. The facilities 
must not have been ideal, and Mr Hendriksen set about 
arranging for the erection of the present St Andrews 
Mission, and he himself constructed much of the furniture, 
much of which still survives.

To commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the opening 
of the Burscough Mission, the last Boatmen’s Mission still 
in use as a place of worship, there will be several events 
over the weekend of the 25/26 June. On the Saturday it is 
hoped that several boats will start from Parbold at around 
midday, and sail down to New Lane. We would like those 

The Boatmen’s Mission in 
Leeds in a photograph 
which appeared in Lock & 
Quay in the 1960s. Does 
anyone know where an 
original photograph can 
be found?

with boats to invite local people from Burscough, especially 
those involved with the Mission, to accompany them.

In the evening Wendy Freer, who co-wrote the recently 
published book on Boatmen’s Missions, will give a short 
talk, possibly with singing by people from the Mersey 
Mission to Seamen before and after - so it should be a 
little like an old Boatmen’s Mission event. It should statrt 
at about 7-00pm and last for an hour. Afterwards we are 
hoping to have a barbeque in the carpark of the Slipway 
pub.

The following day there will be a walk from Crabtree 
Bridge starting at 1-30 when we hope to have a bus to 
take us down to Heaton’s Bridge (there will be a small 
charge). We will then walk back to the Mission in New 
Lane, reaching there at 3-30. After reassembling, there 
will be a procession from the Mission to the canalside at 
the Slipway for a short service at 4-00pm.

Please try to attend and support this unique event. It is 
expected that members of old canal families will attend, 
so it will be a good opportunity for meeting people with 
interesting memories of the canal.
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I recently had to research the history of the paddle gear 
on the Rochdale Canal where one feature on the canal’s 
eastern section was water level control by ‘airholes’ 
connected to the upper ground paddles instead of 
byewashes. Excess water from the upper pool runs through 
the airhole and into the ground paddle sluice and then 
into the lock chamber. It should then run to waste through 
the bottom gate paddles. In the fi rst Rochdale Canal Act 
a clause specifi es that the bottom gate paddles should 
be left open after the lock has been used. Some people 
consider that this was related to the operation of airholes, 
but similar clauses appear in Acts for canals which did not 
have the airhole system, such as the Leeds & Liverpool 
Canal. More probably, it was included because lock walls 
were seen as a source of leakage as it was diffi cult to keep 
them watertight. 

The airhole system relies on the upper face of the bottom 
gate being used as the datum for the pool above the lock. 
Recently this has been forgotten in the reconstruction of 
some gates. Although byewashes have been installed, gate 
height is still an important factor in the effi cient operation 
of locks. Where the top gates are higher than the bottom, 
it is impossible for water levels to become equal either 
side of the top gates when the upper pool is full, making 
it diffi cult to open the gates.

For effi cient operation, the upper gates should be 
slightly higher than the airhole or byewash level; the 
lower gates should then be a couple of inches higher 
than the upper gates; and the waste weir, which allows 
excess water to run into nearby streams or rivers, an inch 
or so higher than the lower gates. If the lock is left empty, 
excess water will normally pass through the airholes into 
the pool below. If the lock is full, then excess water passes 

over the lower gates allowing the upper gates to be opened 
without diffi culty. Water fl owing over the gates is kept to 
a minimum by any large excess being diverted over the 
waste weir into nearby water courses.

Airholes seem to have been a feature of some canals 
built or infl uenced by William Jessop. For example they 
were used on the Basingstoke, Cromford, Barnsley, 
Nottingham, Grand Junction and Grantham Canal for which 
he was engineer. Jessop also trained John Killaly in Ireland 
when he was working on the Grand Canal, and Killaly used 
the system when he built the Royal Canal extension. It 
was also used by Crosley Junior, who had worked under 
Jessop on the Rochdale, on the Lancaster Canal extension 
at Tewitfi eld and on the fl ight at Johnsons Hillock which 
joined the Lancaster to the Leeds & Liverpool; by Outram 
(associated with Jessop on the Cromford) on the Peak 
Forest; and by Rennie on the Kennet & Avon. There are 
detail variations between in the type of airholes used on 
individual canals. For instance, on the Peak Forest Canal 
there are airholes at both the upper and lower gates.

The system may have problems when large volumes 
of water are being supplied to lower sections of the 
canal or during heavy rainfall on sections not fi tted with 
suffi cient waste weirs. In these cases, fl ooding can result 
from blockage of the relatively small airholes. Water will 
cascade over the gates, but in excessive amounts it may 
damage the structure of the lock tail. Byewashes were built 
around locks 6 and 7 on the Rochdale Canal following 
fl ood damage caused by heavy rain. Byewashes were 
also built around the Tewitfi eld Locks on the Lancaster 
Canal when they were closed to ensure that there was no 
unnecessary interruption to the supply from Killington 
Reservoir. Judging from the stonework, they were also 
fi tted to the Peak Forest Canal locks sometime after they 
were built, perhaps in the late nineteenth century.

On the locks at Johnsons Hillock, there are no airholes 
on the top lock. This was the junction between the Leeds & 
Liverpool and the Lancaster, and the recesses for an extra 
pair of gates making this a stop lock can still be seen. 
Originally it would have been important for the Leeds & 
Liverpool to control water supply down the locks very 
carefully, and this was probably done by the ground paddle 
still to be seen above the lock on the towpath side.

‘Airholes’

Airhole on one of the ground paddles on the 
Johnsons Hillock locks.

Lower Gate Level

Upper Gate Level

Airhole Level

Waste Weir Level

50mm 75mm

50mm

Canal Water Level
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Alan Holden’s comments on John Thompson’s article in 
the last edition.

It was an interesting article, particularly the photo with 
the boats. The location is Barden brickworks, Burnley, 
looking east just before the canal turns to pass under the 
Burnley to Colne railway line. The boats belong to Burnley 
Brick & Lime Company who had three canalside brick 
yards: at Barden as pictured; on the offside of the canal 
between Bank Hall and Thompson’s Park in Burnley; and 
at Altham Clough, near Huncoat.

The chimneys in the background are at Barden Pit, one 
of the fi rst collieries to have pithead baths. Boats were 
loaded at the colliery at a wide basin just east of the railway 
bridge, colliery tubs loaded with coal traveling across an 
iron pier and tipping their coal into boats below.

Of the three boats in the picture, the one in the 
foreground has a load of facing bricks, neatly stacked so 
as not to damage the bricks. A gap was left between the 
stacks on board to give room for a wheel barrow when 
loading and unloading. You can see the planks that were 
used for loading and unloading placed ‘fore and aft’ to 
give extra width to the deck sides, a ‘Yorkshire’ practice. 
The boat also has a stern head ledge across the back 
of the hold, another Yorkshire practice, but it also has 
Lancashire-style round chimneys. Sticking up above the 
bulk of the brick is the main middle mast which was usually 
used for towing by horse, particularly in locks. The little 
mast in the corner of the fore end of the hold can also be 
seen. These were used for towing as well, and being offset 
from the centre they could provide some side forces to 
counteract side winds, etc.

It is unusual that there is a single rope dangling into the 
water from the starboard stern pin. If a second rope had 
been attached to the port stern pin I would have thought 
it was the tow rope for another boat astern. Tow ropes on 
square stern boats always formed a Y-shaped bridle, and 
you can just about make it out on the stern of the other 
boat in the picture.

The middle boat which John thought was loaded with 
logs is actually loaded with rough brick where the face 
did not have to be protected as they were used on interior 
walls and thus often covered with plaster. the boat in the 
distance looks like a steamer. Burnley Brick & Lime 
certainly had a steamer called Sudan. On one occasion 
the crew were overcome by fumes in Foulridge Tunnel. 
They were revived by being dragged onto the canal bank 
at the tunnel entrance and having a bucket of canal water 

thrown over them!
Burnley Brick & Lime also had motor boats, and were  

one of the fi rst canal carriers to fi t diesel engines on the 
canal. William Baldwin (Bill Delver) was born in Old Hall 
Street, Burnley, and left school to go as mate with his 
father, also William and known as Old Delver, on one of the 
company’s fi rst motor boats. When he died aged eighty he 
was known as the oldest motor boat man on the L&LC.

Burnley Brick & Lime’s boats would have been built at 
the yards of Hodson’s, Whitebirk, Blackburn, at Bank Hall 
drydock, Burnley, or at Wilkinson’s of Salterforth. They had 
very shallow hulls so as to facilitate unloading by wheel 
barrow, the hold depth from the side deck being no more 
than two feet. Bill would always tell me the story of getting 
under the shuts (the fl oor of the hold) to clear the limber 
holes (gaps under the boat’s frames which allowed water 
to drain to the stern where it could be pumped out). He 
said that there was a good two feet of space under the shuts! 
Bricks from Burnley went to build houses in Skipton and 
Stockbridge, Keighley, at Aintree, in Liverpool, as well as 
the canalside mill at the bottom of Plox Brow, Tarleton. 
Bill would always say that if he and his father were loading 
the boat on Friday at Burnley, a good start for the coming 
week was to get as far as the Double Arch Bridge, East 
Marton, for Friday evening. They could then walk across 
the fi elds to catch the train back to Burnley.

Burnley Brick & Lime Company

The Reedley area as it appeared on the 1850 6 inch 
OS map, with the railway line added.
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Some Burnley Registered Boats; with date of registration

Rowley 1905/6
Bankhall 1905/6
Clifton 1905/6
John O’Gaunt 1905/6
Baronet 1905/6 rereg. after colision
Charles Wilding1905/6
John Bull 1905/6 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Neptune 1905/6 Mr. Holgate Marsden of 

Salterforth
Baronet 1906/7 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Panmure 1906/7 exors. Col. Hargreaves
123 1906/7 L&LC
Ivy 1907/8 Joseph Stephenson, Burnley
Copyhold 1908/9 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Gerald 1908/9 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Sydney 1908/9 John Sagar, Salterforth
Hapton 1908/9 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Gannow 1909/10 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Isabel 1909/10 Burnley Brick & Lime
Sarah 1909/10 Holgate Marsden, Salterforth
Elizabeth 1909/10 Joseph Stephenson, Burnley

Bertha 1904/5 Richard Crabtree, Salterforth
Habergham 1910/11 exors. Col. Hargreaves
No.1 1911/12 Brooks & Brooks
Lark 1911/12 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Charity 1911/12 duplicate reg.
No.2 1912/13 Brooks and Brooks
Baronet 1912/13 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Kate 1913/14 Thos. Henry Cox, Adlington 

Rd., Burnley
Bee Hole 1913/14
Emma 1913/14 Burnley Brick & Lime
Violet 1915/17 exors. Col. Hargreaves
Ida of Salterforth1915/17 John Sagar & Sons
346 1919/20 L&LC
Reedley 1919/20 Burnley Brick & Lime
Alert 1920/21 Burnley Brick & Lime
Active     143 1925/26 Burnley Brick & Lime
Our Girls  144 1927/28 East Lancs Coal Company
Ann 1927/28 Alf Marsden, Salterforth
Henry 1928/29 Wm. Darbyshire, Cowling 

Brow, Chorley

The brickworks at Altham was worked by Burnley 
Brick & Lime around 1900. The works were originally 
a coal mine, but the quality of the coal declined. 
Instead of closing, the brickyard was founded after 

good brickmaking clay was found nearby.
Clay was eventually excavated from a quarry next to 
the towpath, the clay being brought to the works 
over the bridge seen here.
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Denis Ayers wrote to me recently about Melling Pottery. 
Does anyone have any more information about the pottery 
or the boats which worked there?

I’m a member of the Scottish Pottery Society, a body 
set up by enthusiasts to research the history of the 
Scottish pottery industry. The history of the industrial 
potteries in Scotland is notoriously sketchy and there is 
quite enough for us to be getting on with up here without 
venturing South. Few are aware of the existence, size and 
industrial nature of this aspect of Scottish industry (it has 
disappeared totally) but it was second in signifi cance only 
to Staffs. However, I have made quite a breakthrough in 
respect of one of the large Glasgow potteries and recently 
made a trek to the PRO at Kew (I live in Inverness!) to 
confi rm totally unexpected links with the former pottery at 
Melling. There are still gaps, but I now have the basis of an 
article which contains completely new material.

 Amazingly little appears to be known in the Liverpool 
area about the pottery at Melling (the Midland Pottery), 
although the descendants of the Scots who came down to 
expand it are still around. A local family who have been 
researching the pottery let me have a copy of the attached 
photograph. I have no idea of the date of the photograph, 
type of boat etc. We think the pottery started around 1880 
and continued until the 1930s. It was taken over by Hartleys 
(the jam manufacturer) at some point.  The photo appears 
to show about six kilns. We know that there were only three 
in about 1895, so that’s a rough guide. The boat seems to 

be called Victoria.  In my ignorance I imagined that the 
second word might be a place of registration, but looking 
again today I think it might be Sharples. Little is written 
about the pottery, but there is a comment that it had its own 
barges for carrying Cornish clay from Liverpool to Melling, 
and at Kew I found confi rmation in the company’s Articles 
that it could operate barges.

 The apparently glaring gap in the records concerns the 
company of J Macintyre & Co who operated the pottery in 
the late 1880s. I know what JOHN Macintyre did in Scotland 
but he appears almost invisible in England, apart from the 
fact that he was born in Manchester where his father was 
a banker. Even those who have researched Midland Pottery 
locally were not aware of Macintyre and his company yet 
I now have proof of this and the name even appears on 
stoneware found by one of my contacts in the US! I don’t 
intend to give up on the Macintyre question but there are 
no obvious clues. One avenue I am exploring is that there 
may have been some family connection with the Burslem 
potter JAMES Macintyre (of Moorcroft fame), but although 
the Stoke potteries museum has been really helpful I have 
not yet established a connection. However, I did fi nd that 
when James entered the business in 1847 he did so after 23 
years as Manager of the Anderton Canal Carrying Co.

 One fi nal point is that there is no record anywhere 
as to why the Midland Pottery was so named.  Is there, 
I wonder, any remote possibility that its close proximity 
to the canal was a factor, although I cannot think of any 
obvious link.  

Melling Pottery

The boat Victoria at the pottery’s wharf.
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Limestone
Limestone was an important cargo on the 

canal, with up to 150,000 tons being carried 
annually. In fact, when the canal was being 
promoted it was expected that ten times more 
limestone than coal would be carried. In the 
event the ratio was the exact opposite. Amongst 
its main markets along the L&LC, limestone was 
used for improving agricultural land, as a mortar 
and plaster for building, for painting buildings, 
for roads, and for purifying iron, particularly by 
the important Bradford ironworks.

Today it is still possible to see many of the 
old lime kilns used for converting limestone into 
lime. Those at Burnley and Foulridge have been 
preserved, and a scheme for conserving others 
away from the canal in the Ribble Valley area is currently being 
drawn up. The importance of lime and limestone to both the 
agricultural and industrial revolutions is only now beginning to 
be appreciated by the public.

Top: a limekiln with its quarry behind alongside the road 
from Downham to Twiston, close to Pendle Hill. There are at 
least two more surviving lime kilns on this road, and several 
more can be found in Ribble Valley.

Right: one of the lime kilns owned by the canal company 
in Burnley, alongside Burnley embankment.

The graph below shows the tonnage of limestone using the 
canal, particularly that coming from the canal company’s 
quarries at Rain Hall and in Skipton. they did have a quarry 
at East Marton as well, but little is known about its output. 
There were several other quarries supplying the canal which 
were not owned by the canal company.
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The old waterway staff magazine 
Lock & Quay has many interesting 
articles and photos. There are many 
references to retired or deceased 
waterway employees, so it is a useful 
source for those researching their recent 
family history. The top two photos here 
were taken by Albert Blood, who worked 
in the Liverpool area. His photo of the 
bridge roller shows the wear caused 
by boat lines even on movable rollers. 
Member Mike Howson has recently 
installed several more rollers, so more 
people can now see these reminders 
of former traffic on the canal. Does 
anyone know what happened to Albert’s 
collection? Photos of Liverpool basin, 
such as the one below showing Tate & 
Lyle’s factory, are particularly rare. 

Another Lock & Quay photo, this time showing Athol Street Gas Lock & Quay photo, this time showing Athol Street Gas Lock & Quay
Works with a boat being unloaded, with one of the electricity pylons 
which straddled the canal taking electricity away from the power 
station built on the old Clarence Dock.
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The Maritime Record Centre, Albert Dock, Liverpool The Maritime Record Centre, Albert Dock, Liverpool 
holds the newscutting collection of Mersey Docks holds the newscutting collection of Mersey Docks 
& Harbour Board. The cuttings here come from the & Harbour Board. The cuttings here come from the 
canal section, and I have photographed digitally canal section, and I have photographed digitally 
most of the relevant canal sections. They include most of the relevant canal sections. They include 
national and international waterway stories as well national and international waterway stories as well 
as details about the Leeds & Liverpool Canal. I can as details about the Leeds & Liverpool Canal. I can 
provide copies on CD for those interested.
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President (& Newsletter editor): Mike Clarke, 41 
Fountain Street, Accrington, BB5 0QR. 01254 395848, 
email: mike.clarke@zen.co.uk
Chairman: David Shuttleworth, Southbank, 32 Old 
Hollins Hill, Guiseley, LS20 8EW. 01943 873863
Secretary: Mrs Margaret Hammond, Warren 
House, 27 Skipton Road, Gargrave, BD23 3SA. 
01756 749301
Minutes Secretary: MrsJeanette Stevens, 12 
Dalecroft Rise, Bradford, BD15 9AX. 01274 492589
Treasurer: John Stott, 22 Bracken Ghyll Drive, 
Silsden, BD20 9QT. 01535 656649

COMMITTEE COMMITTEE C MEMBERSMEMBERSM
Membership Secretary: Mike Hustler, 10 Meadow 
Way, Barnoldswick, BB18 6HP. 01282 816476
Alan Holden, 48 Marlborough Road, Accrington, 
BB5 6AY. 01254 232759
Geoff Rothwell, 86 Lower Manor Lane, Burnley, 
BB12 0EF. 01282 702249
Lynton Childs, 16 Lingmoor Drive, Burnley, BB12 
8UY. 01282 427950
David Cox, Crossfi eld Cottage, off Bury Lane, 
Withnell, PR6 8HB. 01254 830947
Kenneth Price, 52 Top Barn Lane, Rossendale, 
BB4 7UF. 0781050339

EVENTS & GUIDED WALKS WALKS W 2005
Sunday 13th February 2005
Meet at Leeds Basin, Offi ce Lock, at 11-00am for a 
walk to Kirkstall.

Wednesday 23th February 2005
IWA NL&C Branch, 8 pmBoddington's Pavilion, 
Bilsborrow (A6 north of Preston), AGM followed 
by talk on Canal Heritage by Mike Clarke, contact 
01257 274440

Thursday 24th February 2005
RCHS walk, central Manchester canals, meet 
Piccadilly Station 10-15, contact Gerald Leach 
01565 654342 or Gerald.Leach@btinternet.com.

Friday 18th June 2005
Talk by Mike Clarke on L&LC people at the New Lane 
Boatmen’s Mission at 7-30pm, numbers limited so 
contact 01704 893205 if you want to attend

Saturday 19th March 2005
Meet at 11-00am at Wigan bottom lock, near 
Trencherfi eld Mill, and by the Wigan Pier car park, 
for a walk to Gathurst.

Sunday 10th April 2005
Meet at 11-00am at Stockbridge, near Keighley, 
Marquis of Granby swing bridge (no 197A) for a walk Marquis of Granby swing bridge (no 197A) for a walk Marquis of Granby
towards Silsden.

Saturday 16th April 2005
RCHS Waterways History Conference on European 
Waterways, The Library Theatre, Birmingham 
Library, cost £22 inc. lunch, more details from 9 
Bickley Ave, Sutton Coldfi eld, B74 4DY.

Mayday Bank-holiday 2005
Skipton Festival. We expect to have a stand at the 
Festival as this year.

Sunday 1st May 2005
Meet at 1-30pm at the L&LCS stall on the Canal 
Festival site, at the Springs Branch junction, for a walk 
along the old canal tramroad route.

Wednesday 25th May 2005
IWA canalside stroll, 7-30pm, guided walk led by 
Mike Clarke, probably Johnsons Hillock, contact 
01257 274440 for confi rmation of details

10-13th June 2005
Mersey River Festival, Albert Dock

Sunday 12th June 2005
Meet at 1-00pm at Hapton, bridge no 121, for a walk 
toward Gannow.

22nd-27th June 2005
Preston River Festival, Preston Docks

25/26th June 2005
St. Andrew's Mission, New Lane, Burscough. 
Commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the 
Boatmen's Mission, see pages 2 and 3 for details.

Sunday 26th June 2005
Meet at 1-30pm at Crabtree Lane Bridge, no.32, for a 
walk to Heaton’s Bridge/Scarisbrick.

Tuesday 2nd August 2005
Meet at 6-30pm at Hapton canal bridge (no 121), near 
Hapton Station, for a walk to Gannow (Burnley).

Wednesday 24th August 2005
Meet at 6-30pm at Todmorden lock (Rochdale Canal), 
on the A6033, for a walk to Walsden.

27-29th August 2005
IWA National Rally, Preston Brook.

Saturday 8th October 2005
Meet at 1-00pm at the Ship Inn, Haskayne, bridge 
no.22, for a walk to Lydiate.

Saturday 29th October 2005
AGM, location to be announced.

 For further information about society walks contact
Mike Hustler on:  01282 816476

Membership Leafl et
The membership leafl ets for the Society have been 

updated. If members require copies of the leafl et for 
distribution, could they contact a committee member. 

The Society web page
For those with access to the internet, don’t forget the 

Society’s web page which can be found at

http://townsleyb.members.beeb.net/llcs/


