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The Gargrave Germination
Group’s L&LC garden at the
Royal Horticultural Society’s
show at the National Exhibition
Centre which was awarded
‘Best In Show’.

AGM Saturday 13th November 2004
This year the AGM will be held from 1-00pm in
Barnoldswick Library. The library is on the main road
through Barnoldswick, on the opposite side of the road
to the Coop supermarket. As usual, members of the
committee will be seeking re-election. Please note that
we are looking for new members for the committee,
particularly for a SECRETARY. The duties are not heavy. If
there are nominations, those being nominated must agree,
and all nominations should be sent to the Chairman or
President at least seven days prior to the AGM. If you have
any proposals or items for the agenda, these should also be
sent to a committee member seven days before the meeting.
Please come along and support the Society, particularly
if you have any suggestions for events or other activities
which you think should be organised.
The meeting will start at 1-30 pm, and we will try to
arrange refreshments. There will be a walk up Barrowford

Locks beforehand, starting at 10-45am. See the back page
for details. It may be possible for committee members to
arrange a lift if you do not have transport.
Membership Renewal 2003/4
The AGM marks the time for membership renewals.
Please send these to the Membership Secretary whose
address is on the back page. The rates still remain the
same at £5 for individuals and £9 for families, with these
rates halved for the unwaged.
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Events and Happenings
Skipton Festival, May Bank Holiday
An extremely successful stand promoted the Society at
Skipton, with £377 being raised by the Tombola organised
by Lynton and Freda Childs and Ken Price’s emery cloth.
Tom Randall from the boatyard at Skipton also raised £38
from the quiz he put together for boaters visiting the rally.
Our thanks go to them and to the others who helped on
the stand.
Gargrave-Bank Newton Walk
The June walk was our best attended, with 25 people
taking advantage of the weather for a pleasant stroll up the
locks. Lockkeeper Steve Rawson brought his family along,
and explained what he has achieved in developing the wild
flower meadow beside the locks. He then invited us back
to the lock house for a cup of tea. The Society now has an
A4 guide to the walk available which highlights some of
the points of interest on the towpath.
August evening walk
For the first time we had to abandon one of our walks.
The evening of the 3rd brought torrential rain, and we had
to pass through deep floods to get to the proposed start
of the walk at Hapton. Not suprisingly no-one else turned
up, so Mike Hustler and I retired to the Walton Arms for
a pint. At least the evening wasn’t a complete waste!
Daffodil bulbs
Our committee member, David Cox, has a supply of daffodil
bulbs for planting along the towpath. He will have a supply
at the AGM for anyone who wants them, and I am sure will
supply them from home if you contact him. See the back
page for his address.
Emery paper
Ken Price has a supply of emery cloth in rolls. He sells
these at rallies and elsewhere, the money previously going
to the Lancaster Canal restoration. He has now offered
us the chance to sell it at £10 per roll, about one eighth
of the usual price, and we will be selling it at events or
directly from Ken.

Two views of the stand at Skipton, before and during
the Festival.

Community Boat in Burnley.
The Lancashire Enterprise community boat paid
a return visit to Burnley for a Summer programme of
day excursions with the town’s community groups. The
boat, re-furbished and re-painted by the Bradford Motor
Education Project, was based at the Rosegrove BW yard.
The daily activities incorporated boat handling skills, food
preparation in the galley, learning about the canal’s history
and other boat related tasks. These were carried out by
mixed groups of young people and adults from ethnic
backgrounds in an effort to foster mutual understanding.
Occasional social outings included mother and toddler
groups and cross community events.
Members of the society were at the helm each day giving
a little background to the local canal and its surroundings.
There was a surprise one day at the Manchester Road
bridge in Burnley, when the Enterprise had to give way
to a larger boat – Darwen – on its way to Hull, to be
transhipped to France.

The Leopard Award being presented by Roy Gibbons
to Jim McKeown at The Boat Museum, with Bacup
alongside.
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More boat news
Keith MacArthur writes:
Claymore: Owner Philippe Delcloque went bankrupt,
and the boat was taken over by the Italian owner of
an Italian restaurant in Manchester. Around 2000, La
Peniche, as she was called then, was transp[orted to the
London area, whether by road or water is not known,
but the plan was to turn her into a floating home. This
did not happen, and she was sold again this year. She has
reverted to her riginal name of Claymore, and is on the
River NMedway at Port Werburgh close to Hoo.
Peace,, exex-A39, is now in Sheffield, where she has
changed her nam back to A39 from The Floating Bistro.
She is moored in the basin at Sheffield and used as a
floating café.
Ed.: Also in Sheffield, the last wooden keel, Dorothy
or Dorothy Pax, has just been broken up. There was a
scheme to restore her and much money was spent, but
when I looked at her in June she was only fit for firewood.
I did manage to save some parts - some of the cabin fittings
and a stove have gone to Ellesmere Port, and a few iron
fittings to the Waterways Museum at Goole - formerly the
home of ex-Canal Transport boat Eden.
The Leopard Award
This year we have presented the Leopard Award to
Bacup at The Boat Museum at Ellesmere Port. The displays
at the museum are currently being improved, funded partly
by the Heritage Lottery Fund. Hopefully there will soon be

more funding for the boats, particularly the L&LC ones,
the wooden boats Scorpio and George now being unique
and an important reminder of the history of canals in the
north of England.
Walks & Clean-ups in Pendle
The Tacklers’ Trails Group in Pendle have established
four circular walks in the area, connecting the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal with the cotton mills and the community.
The walks are not too long and information boards along
the routes are to be erected. The group organised three
canal clean-ups in August from Lob Lane Bridge to Swinden
Bridge. The Society was well represented at these events.
For more information contact : David Penney, Chair,
Tacklers’ Trails Group, 8 William Street, Colne, BB8 0HH,
01282 870076, Penney@Colne60.freeserve.co.uk
1st Edition 6 inch OS Maps
I have put together a CD with most of the 1st Edition (circa
1850) 6 inch OS maps for the Leeds & Liverpool. The
scale won’t be right once you have printed them, but they
do give a good idea of what buildings and industries were
alongside the canal at that time. I can provide a copy if
you are really interested.
Below members Lynton Childs and Mike Howcroft
are pictured installing two rollers, one on the doublearch bridge at East Marton, and the other on one of
the turns nearby. We expect to install further rollers
at suitable places soon, thanks to their work.
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Wildflower Meadow at Bank Newton.
This year, instead of grass raking or thistle pulling, we changes may result in more of these beautiful flying insects
were invited by Steve Rawson, the lock-keeper, to survey playing by our canal. Jonathan gave value added advice and
our passed years of hard work. Twenty people, including considerable knowledge to the hunter/gatherers and we
three young children, enjoyed a day of discovery, bug were all the wiser by the end of the afternoon. The grass
collecting, flower identification and a general wildlife will now be cut and removed to allow for new growth.
hunt. Young Michael was an ace with a butterfly net, the We ate our lunch overlooking one of the best views on
older Michael was more of a liability. The most significant the L & L Canal; gazing down the locks and upwards into
‘find’ of the day was a pair of Banded Damoiselles. These the Yorkshire Dales. The meadow is open to all. Call by
are rare visitors to our area but Jonathan Hart-Woods, sometime, bring a picnic, and please tell us if you find
conservation ecologist from B.W., believes that climatic anything unusual or rare.
Results of a survey conducted on Saturday 14 August 2004
by the Leeds & Liverpool Canal Society and ably assisted by
Jonathan Hart-Woods from British Waterways. See page 11
for more photos.
GRASSES:
Tufted Hair Grass
Timothy Grass
False Oaked Grass
Yorkshire Fog
Hogweed
Common Nettle
Cow Parsley
Red Fescue
Meadow Vetchung
Common Sorrell
Curled Dock
Common Mouse Ear
Sorrell
Pignut
Coltsfoot
Wood Millett
American Willow Herb
Yarrow
Ribwort Plantain
Ground Ivy
Herb Bennett
Hairy Willow Herb
FLOWERS:
Common Knapweed
Herb Robert
Water Mint
Meadow Cranesbill
Ox-eye Daisy
Birds Foot Trefoil
TormentiI
Hawksbeard
Meadow Sweet
Red Clover
Red Campion

THISTLES:
Welted Thistle
Marsh Thistle
Spear Thistle
Creeping Thistle

SPIDERS:
Harvest

INSECTS & FLIES:
Ladybird (6spots)
Cranefly
Hoverfly (various)
Female Banded Damoiselle
Male Banded Damoiselle
Black Millipede
Ichnuemonidae (Wasps)

WILDLIFE:
Voles
Toads
Fmgs
Black Slug
Snails - various

BUTTERFLIES:
Meadow Brown
Green Veined White
Peacock
Large White
MOTHS:
Yellow Underwing
Silver Y

A red tailed bumble bee
on Knapweed.
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BEETLES:
Cardinal

HEDGEROW:
Large Ash
Hawthorn
Hazel
Dog Rose
Field Maple
Elder
Ash

Following on from the 1824 map in the last edition,
this is the L&LC junction scheme of the Rochdale
Canal dating from 1792. It would have joined the
L&LC at Wanless when the L&LC route was still via
the Calder valley and Whalley gap. The proposed
junction at Todmorden is closer to the town centre
than in 1824; Gauxholme was the later proposal.
I have added the coal mines and quarries which it
was hoped to serve, though limestone quarries on
the L&LC in the Craven district were the main reason
for the branch, boats then supplying Manchester
with lime via the Rochdale Canal.
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My Family and the Canal, a Personal View
John Stopforth
I was born and brought up in North-East Lancashire,
not very far from the canal. As boys we used to wander
far and wide, either on foot or on our bikes, often with a
fishing rod tied to the cross bar. Sadly, this is something
which modern-day children seem no longer able to do.
Of course, we were warned about the canal, ‘Don’t call it
the Cut’, and ‘Your Dad nearly drowned when he fell in
- the man who pulled him out almost died of pneumonia’.
Never-the-less we still went, and it was the canal near
Huncoat where I caught my biggest fish.
My father was from the younger end of a large family.
He had married rather late, so by the time I knew my
grandfather he had been retired for some time. I was told
that in his later years he had worked on the railway, but of
his time on the canal I knew little or nothing. However, my
grandma was a great teller of stories, and many were the
tales told around the fire on Sunday morning, but it was
only after I had retired (early) and found myself with time
to devote to it, was I able to look into my family history
and discover some of the truth.
One thing which has come out of it all is a story of how
a group of ordinary families came through the Industrial
Revolution, from their rural beginnings in the eighteenth
century to an urban present, so much of it being brought
about by a canal which is largely forgotten by many people.
The story however is not unique and many others followed
the same route.
Dad had often said to me, ‘We come from a long line
of seamen’. I took this to be a reference to the years he
had spent at sea when a young man, but it eventually
dawned on me that it was one of his jokes and what he
really meant was that there were many boatmen in our
family tree. I soon began to realise just how many there
had been, particularly when one of the first things I found
amongst my grandparent’s papers was a photograph of a
sting of three boats on the canal. There are probably five
men working on them but there is no indication of who
they might be. I have tended to assume that one of them
could well be grandad, Thomas Stopforth, but after all
this time, who can say? The last boat is fully laden with
bricks, but the load on the middle boat looks to be very
jumbled up. Clearly it is not brick, but could be logs of
wood. I have no idea where the photo was taken, but with
the brickworks in the background and what could be a
pit-head gear on the middle horizon it ought to be easy to
identify the location.
There was another photograph that at first sight was
even more surprising, although in a different way. It shows
a gnarled old gentleman clutching a baby in one hand and
a clay pipe in the other. I later discovered that the man was

my great grandfather, Edward (Ned) Stopforth, whilst the
baby in the white frock was actually a boy, his grandson
Billy Draper. Billy was born in 1911, so if the identification
is correct the photo must have been taken early in 1912.
In all probability Edward had dressed for the occasion – I
don’t think a neckerchief like that would be worn every
day. Could it have been the child’s christening? I think it
is the state of the photograph that makes the shirt appear
to be grubby. The house in the background is still there,
but is now ‘yuppiefied’, as is most of Newburgh.
Edward was the first Stopforth to have been a boatman.
He was born in 1835, a younger son of Thomas and Ann
(nee Robinson). Thomas himself was the younger son of
a farmer and spent his life as a grocer and beer-seller
alongside the canal at Spencer’s Bridge selling whatever
was necessary to the boatmen and, presumably, stabling
their horses. The house where he lived still stands, but
now as a private house, although the present owner has
knowledge of its being a pub.
Edward married Ellen Melling in 1858. She was 20
years old, the daughter and granddaughter of boatmen. Her
mother had been an Abram, another prominent family on
the canal, which brings the connections back to the turn of
the eighteenth century. One thing I have found fascinating
is to guess how couples first met. It may be obvious in this
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case, but what I do not know is if
Edward was a boatman before he
Could these be Burnley Brick
married Ellen or whether it was
& Lime Co’s boats? They had
five at one time, Emma, Isabel,
in meeting her that he decided to
Reedley, Alert and Active.
become one.
Edward and Ellen had seven
children, but unfortunately Ellen
died when she was only 37,
leaving two teenaged children
and five young ones; one less
than a year old. However by
October of the following year
(1877) Edward had remarried,
this time to Martha Abram who
in fact was Ellen’s cousin. At first
glance it might appear callous for
Edward to marry again so soon,
but in the days before the welfare
state how was Edward to look
after his young family and work
as well? The family had to work
as a team in order to survive and
stay together. Martha had been
the captain of a boat in her own
right for some years previously,
so perhaps she was ready for a
more domestic life. Some of this
can be seen in the census returns
of 1881 when Edward was on
the boat at Kirkdale with his son
Ralph and grandfather Thomas,
whilst Martha was back in Newburgh with the youngest of away in a spinning mill. At least it was paid employment
the children. I would like to think they both gained from in fresh air with the relative freedom of not having the
marriage, never-the-less when Edward died in 1918 he was overlooker watching them all the time.
Granddad’s heart was always in Newburgh, yet for most
buried at Newburgh with Ellen, but whether at his wishes
of his adult life he lived in Burnley, so some explanation is
or those of his children I do not know.
The major landowner in Lathom was Lord Derby, from needed. The answer, as is frequently the case, rests with
whom the farmers leased their land, usually for the term of a woman, in this case my grandmother who was from
three lives, i.e. for as long as the farmer or one of his two Blackburn. She was a weaver and at first I puzzled how
nominated children should live, after which the lease had she and granddad could have met until I discovered that
to be renegotiated. There was no spare land, and younger her uncle Robert Duerden, who lived with them, worked
children who could not be taken into the farm had to go on the canal. It must have been a case of ‘Have you met
elsewhere or find alternative employment. They might be my niece?’
We are inclined to loose sight of the fact that the towns
lucky and lease their own land, but if they were not able
to do so, or simply did not have the inclination to work of north-east Lancashire mushroomed, almost overnight.
on the land, the canal represented a golden opportunity. Nelson as a town did not even exist before about 1900. For
The Mellings, Abrams and many other families had been most of the time, the main artery along which that rapid
boatmen for most if not all of the nineteenth century. Their growth was fuelled was the Leeds & Liverpool Canal, so
children tended to make marriages between themselves that all of us associated with it can be said to have had a
and in turn tended to follow their parents and become hand in history. Perhaps the bricks in the first photograph
boatmen. It was a hard life but, I would have thought, would be those to build the towns and can be seen today,
except on the wettest of winter days, preferable to toiling or would that be too fanciful a claim?
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John Parke & Sons Limited
The Final Post War Decades of a Carrier by Canal, Part II
Roy Gibbons
A short spell at the local haulage contractors office couple of years of employment this necessitated a seven
in Lathom was my first job. Afterwards I was offered a day working week loading an average of six or seven boats
position in the office of the above Company, mainly through daily. Each railway wagon would contain up to ten tons
the persistence of my Father, who had rejoined Parkes at of coal each and came mainly from Yorkshire pits such
the Liverpool end. So in the Summer of 1958, I am the as Elsecar, South Kirkby or Golcar. Five wagon loads for
only family member in my generation to continue in the a short boat of which there were four:- Bembo, Jane,
boating tradition, allbeit pen pushing. When asked by John and Plato, or six wagon loads for the longboats 70ft
Horace Dale what I wanted to learn in the office, my reply Domino, Ferro, Leto, Marco and Sarto.Tug Leo was
of accountancy, must have been enough to be accepted.
used for this operation. Weekend work would see some
I do not remember any trepidation in having to make of the Wigan run boats utilised. Coal wagons were pulled
train journeys to Liverpool. As a fourteen year old, with out of the sidings by rope and capstans to the tip and
a fellow young chorister from Lathom Park Chapel, we turned ninety degrees, then onto the tipping mechanism to
had been to several football matches at Goodison Park rest over the moored boat, The end door steel pegs were
to Everton involving the same train journey to Kirkdale hammered out to release the door, wagon then raised
Station. My arrival at Bankhall varied between 9.00 and by cantilever winding action, with its wheels held by the
9.15a.m. well before the M.D. who arrived at 9.45. Noises curved upturned rail over the wharf edge.
from around the dockyard were of various sounds, either
Britsh Railways, London Midland Region, controlled
the rythmic clacks of two or three shipwrights caulking, operation of the tip with a three man operation. Foreman
or electric saws and planes shaping and cutting timbers. was Tom McCabe. Williams dumb boats Robert Arthur
Quieter interludes occurred as the regular change of boats and Richard loaded one or two daily and were towed by
passed through the graving dock – as the water rose or their small tug Marian to Tate & Lyles sugar factory.
the drone of the electric pumping station as the water was
Tom Williams our other office clerk soon to retire and
pumped out. Fleets repaired were Tate & Lyle’s own coal
dumb boats, river craft of Bates and Abel’s who still brought
loads grain and raw materials along the Liverpool end of
the canal to some of the larger factories. One of the early
visitors was MB Atherton with a young crewman named
Alan Holden. Welding repairs on steel craft had to be
sub-contracted out, usually to Garston Welding Company.
Records for each of these repairs for materials and labour
became one of my responsibilities and attending Sandhills
Tip office to record tonnages of weights loaded into Parkes
boats for carriage to Athol Street Gas Works. In the early
Above: One of Parkes’ Burscough
boatmen at the tiller on the
Bridgewater Canal near Stretford.

Angelo passing through Dean Locks
shortly after the M6 was built.
The Boat Museum Archive
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myself would be back to the main office between 2 and
2.30p.m. The balance of the Athol Street contract was at
this time supplemented by Angelo and Murillo each
towing one of their preferred 70ft dumb boats. Loads were
mainly from Shevington Tip, west of Wigan and they would
complete five trips per fortnight. In the earlier fifties era
tips at Garswood and Maypole had been used. Elmo was
in reserve for both runs Wigan or Sandhills.
Duties back at the boatyard included ordering stores
for distribution to all the boats including cotton ropes
for towing and grass ropes for tying up, buckets, brushes
shovels for trimming loads, soap, paraffin for lights and
diesel oil for all the motor boats. Ainscough’s motor boat
fleet also used the bulk tank facility, when they were
collecting grain from Birkenhead or Liverpool Docks.
Regular gunwhale, deck and beam repairs were required,
as a result of the mechanical grabs damaging the wood
work. These could be effected without dry docking.
The total manpower of shipwrights and apprentices in
1958 was three of each. Arthur Slater (Foreman), Harry
Nickson and Harry Green both ex Mayor’s Wigan, plus
almost out of serving their time local Liverpool men Edward
Conder, Philip McAdam and Alan Evans. The latter soon left
to serve in the Merchant Navy. Harry Green also left and was
replaced by Robert Bootle another ex Mayor’s employee, as
was Jack Weaver on contract as engineer/fitter.
Being rebuilt on the dock side at this time was the third
and last of the three large 70 ft boats bought from T. &
W. Wells Ltd of Manchester. She was renamed Porto in
Parkes tradition of names ending in ‘o’. On completion
she was hoisted back into the fully watered graving dock
by two mobile cranes. All three of these boats regularly
carried between 65 and 70 ton
On the Manchester run from Boothstown and Maraland
Green Collieries to Stretford Gas Works was Tug Sulzer

Tate & Lyle’s factory in Liverpool with Margaret
unloading. Some of T&L’s own boats are in the
background

and six dumb boats:- Juno, Scorpio, Bruno, Carlo,
Clio and Mario. Five employee’s were William and
Richard Gibbons, Tom Webster, Richard Webster (Dickie)
and George Mawson.
In the office was M.D. & Owner Horace Arthur Dale,
Tom Williams soon to retire as the Sandhills Tip was run
down, and myself. Friday was the busiest day due to the
weekly pay roll administration. Manchester crews and
those not at the Liverpool end all had their wages paid in
cash, posted by registered delivery for Saturday morning.
All the cash was collected from the bankers on Stanley
Road, about a mile away, by car. No thought was given
to any dangers of robbery in those days. We would be
collecting in excess of £150.00 in the old pounds, shillings
and pence.
Negotiations with the Gas Board in 1959 resulted in a
reduction in the amount of traffic passing through Sandhills
np. Their representative for all the contracts was a Mr
Sydney Green. Both he and Mr Dale had Ford Zephyr 4
cars, as in Z Cars for those of you who can remember the
1960s BBC Police Drama series.
Tug Leo reverted to the Wigan run towing three dumb
boats after this, and later MB Angelo was fitted with a
new Lister JP 3 cylinder diesel engine.
Robert Ashcroft (ex B.I. A41), ex the Manchester run,
was promoted to Tug Captain with George Gibbons (ex
B.I. A36
A36) as mate. Dumb boat crews were Ralph Melling,
Thomas Lamb,(ex Ainscough’s Horse Boat Parbold
Parbold) and
Bob Lamb another brother. Robert had previously been
third man behind M/B ‘Angelo’, following the retirement of
yet another John Gibbons (Fat John) ex B.I. A36. Many had
nicknames to identify those with the same name. Another
Ralph Melling was recruited for the dumb boat behind
MB Angelo. Also recruited permanently at this time was
William Gill (nicknamed Billy Half Pint). For those of you
that can’t work that one out, the answer involves a measure
Left: Unloading at Stretford.
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of drink. He had operated Wlliam’s Tug Marian and part
time late afternoons had worked as sign writer prior to
this for Parkes.
Regular telephone checks with Shevington Tip (Bob
Smallshaw) west of Wigan, Litherland Electric Lift Bridge
(Jimmy Lovelady) especially for early moming departure or
late evening arrivals and Athol Street over discharge rota,
had to be maintained to control movement of the boats.
I had passed my driving test in 1958 and occassionally
over the next couple of years I would chauffeur the Boss to
any meetings or breakdowns needing shipwrights or fitter,
due to his failing health. In 1960, jointly with my Father,
we purchased a Austin A35, registration ULD 861, from the
local garage called Ringwood at Lathom. My wages were
regularly supplemented with some free petrol.
My working days then became rather longer after this
as I would be taking them into Liverpool for a 6.00 a.m
start and on other occasions arranging to meet them at
Old Roan, near Aintree Racecourse at anytime from 7.00
p.m to 10.00 p.m, depending on schedule. The late times
were usually as a result of rubbish (tyres, mattresses, rope
or wire) caught in the prop.
In the early ‘60s the Manchester contract finished
and Tug Sulzer retumed to the Wigan run towing three
dumb boats per trip. Four sometimes if any of the Motor
Boats were broken down. Four of the crew, all from the
Ormskirk/Burscough area, continued, plus Fred Webster
an ex William’s motor boatman. MB Elmo was pressed into
service with brothers Richard and Joe Webster ex Sandhills
Tip run, with Tom Draper ex William’s MB Margaret on
dumb boat. Also taken over following William’s cessation
was MB Shelagh with Bob and John Boardman from
Wigan, who still maintained for a short while coal supplies
to Roburite Works at Gathurst and Liverpool Tannery at
Litherland, still being discharged by wheelbarrow.
Combined fleet now on the Wigan run was three motor
boats, towing one dumb boat each, one motor boat ex
Williams and two tugs towing three dumb boats each trip.
Ex Williams Tug Marian, renamed Echo, was available to

tow the last boat loads from Sandhills Tip. Target tonnage
was 2,000 tons per week. Crews had to attain 5 trips per
fortnight. Motor Boat crews changed dumb boats after
each trip, whilst tug crews changed all three dumb boats
each trip. All crews liked to keep to their own sets of boats.
Scorpio,, Juno or Porto were always lead boat of a set of
three behind the tugs and always averaged 180 tons plus
per trip, even when occasionally they had to use one of the
three short boats Apollo, Bembo or Plato.
Wages were made up of a flat wage of around £2. 50
shillings, plus a tonnage payment of a further £1 per trip.
There had been a practice in the earlier years of paying
what was described as ‘the fourth mans money’, between
the crew of three. These rates compensated for this
premium, when it was terminated.
Friday nights now became a wages delivery service,
now that I was mobile, covering areas from Ormskirk,
Burscough, Lathom, Newburgh and Parbold. I can vividly
remember one pre-Christmas delivery, when I was
persuaded against my better judgement to aceept an Xmas
drink at Ralph Melling’s. His property entrance followed
the wall of Burscough Methodist School round to his rear
door. When I came back out into the cool night air, I
literally staggered and bounced along the school wall
In 1962 the bombshell dropped when Horace Dale
decided to retire, anticipating the forthcoming advent of
natural gas. In their wisdom British Waterways decided
to purchase the fleet of boats and realise the tolls on the
traffic until the contract with the Gas Board ceased. All the
employee’s were asked to carry on. I was transferred into
the Wigan Warehouse Office (now the Wigan Pier Complex)
to administer the fleet.
Boxing Day 1962 saw the start of the ‘big freeze’. Many
of the boats were at the Liverpool end and due to the
severity of the weather a three and a half mile stretch of
canal was kept open by Bantam Tug and some of the B.W.
steel short boats e.g. MB Everton. A temporary ramp over
the canal at Litherland Lift Bridge was constructed so that
lorry loads of coal from John Pit at Shevington could be

Tug Leo waits above
Dean Lock whilst Juno is
about to descend and a
second boat awaits.
Boat Museum Archive
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brought by road, then transhipped into the boats.
It was not a success, as the gradient on the ramp was
to steep, especially for Oliver Hart’s eight wheel vehicles,
who were unable to hold the weight against the sleeper at
the top of the ramp. Much of the coal fell to only one side
of the boats, resulting in a lot of trimming. Quantities also
fell into the canal beneath the ramp and stopped the boats
from mooring against the bankside, making the situation
even worse. If you went kebbing their now I bet you could
still hnd a fair amount of coal on the bottom, despite the
efforts of the Tug Leo to flush it away with her prop.
We suffered over two months of freezing temperatures
there, which hastened the demise of the last long distance
traffic supplies into Athol Street. Although all the fleet
retumed to carrying from Shevington after this, the end
was in sight. Fortunately many of the boatmen were nearing
retirement. All but a handfull of boats met a sad end, Iying
sunk by the Wigan Warehouse complex.
The BBC did a documentary programme during the

mid sixties and Wigan was described as one of the most
depressing sights with all the sunken boats. This may have
acted as a catalyst for the restoration of the Wigan Pier
Complex. The boats were raised and taken to Martland
Mill further down the canal, broken up and burned. A sad
end to this old fleet, only one survives at Ellesmere Port
Museum, Dumb Boat Scorpio still in Parkes colours.

Bank Newton Wild Flower Meadow

Gabrielle and Rosie Lorenz sent these pictures of
insects seen in the wild flower meadow at Bank Newton.
They are not100% certain of their identification, but think
they are as follows: Above right is a green veined white on
knapweed with hover fly and white tailed bumble bee in
the background. Bottom right is a banded Agrion, while
top left is a Meadow Brown on Knapweed. Below left is a
green veined white on Knapweed.
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EVENTS & GUIDED WALKS 2004
Saturday 11th September 2004

Saturday 19th March 2005

Gathering of boats for Pendle Heritage Week,
Swinden Playing Fields, Nelson, by Bridge No.142.
Contact 01282 661964.

Meet at 11-00am at Wigan bottom lock, near
Trencherfield Mill, and by the Wigan Pier car park,
for a walk to Gathurst.

Tuesday 21st September 2004

Sunday 10th April 2005

IWA towpath walk in Nelson/Barrowford area, meet
10-30 at A682 bridge by Junction 12, M65, grid ref
SD847371. Contact 01257 231861 or 274440.

Meet at 11-00am at Stockbridge, near Keighley,
Marquis of Granby swing bridge (no 197A) for a walk
towards Silsden.

Saturday 9th October 2004

Mayday Bank-holiday 2005

Meet at 1-00pm at Shipley Warehouse for a walk to
look at the remains of the Bradford Canal.

Skipton Festival. We expect to have a stand at the
Festival as this year.

Saturday 13th November 2004

Sunday 12th June 2005

Pre-AGM walk at Barrowford Locks, meet 10-45am
at Colne Road (B6247) bridge (No. 143A) for short,
pre-meeting walk.
The AGM will be at Barnoldswick Library and will
start at 1-00pm.

Meet at 1-00pm at Hapton, bridge no 121, for a walk
toward Gannow.

Weekend in July 2005
St. Andrew's Mission, New Lane, Burscough.
There will be an event to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Boatmen's Mission, the date to be
confirmed in the next edition.

Wednesday 24th November 2004
IWA meeting, 8-00 pm at Boddington's Pavilion,
Bilsborough, A6 4 miles north of Junction 1 on M55.
Don and Sheila Moore' slide presentation on the
L&LC. Contact 01257 274440.

For further information about society walks contact
Mike Hustler on: 01282 816476

Membership Leaflet
The membership leaflets for the Society have been
updated. If members require copies of the leaflet for
distribution, could they contact a committee member.
The Society web page
For those with access to the internet, don’t forget the
Society’s web page which can be found at
http://townsleyb.members.beeb.net/llcs/
Brian Townsley also has useful lists for those interested
in the geneaology of boating familes on his site

Tuesday 7th December 2004
IWA towpath walk in Red Rock/Wigan area, meet
10-30 at Red Rock Bridge on B5239, grid ref
SD585099. Contact 01257 231861 or 274440.

Monday 27th December 2005
Post-Christmas walk, meet at 1-00pm (or a bit earlier
in the Top Lock pub) at top of Johnsons Hillock
Locks for a short circular walk by the locks.

Sunday 13th February 2005
Meet at Leeds Basin, Office Lock, at 11-00am for a
walk to Kirkstall.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Alan Holden, 48 Marlborough Road, Accrington,
BB5 6AY. 01254 232759
Geoff & Margaret Rothwell, 86 Lower Manor Lane,
Burnley, BB12 0EF. 01282 702249
Lynton Childs, 16 Lingmoor Drive, Burnley, BB12
8UY. 01282 427950
David Cox, Crossfield Cottage, off Bury Lane,
Withnell, PR6 8HB. 01254 830947
Kenneth Price, 52 Top Barn Lane, Rossendale,
BB4 7UF. 0781050339

President (& Newsletter editor): Mike Clarke, 41
Fountain Street, Accrington, BB5 0QR. 01254 395848,
email: mike.clarke@zen.co.uk
Chairman: David Shuttleworth, Southbank, 32 Old
Hollins Hill, Guiseley, LS20 8EW. 01943 873863
Secretary: William Jefferies, Lockeepers Cottage, 195
Bolton Road, Blackburn, BB2 3QJ. 01254 699758
Treasurer: John Stott, 22 Bracken Ghyll Drive,
Silsden, BD20 9QT. 01535 656649
Membership Secretary: Mike Hustler, 10 Meadow
Way, Barnoldswick, BB18 6HP. 01282 816476
12

