
Section 1

Starting at Bridge 134A (Bridge numbering was 
introduced around 1960, before that names were 
always used), walk east to Bridge 135. As you walk 
along look over to your left and, especially on a fine 
day, you will see a wonderful view of Pendle Hill. 
Carry on over Bridge 135, but take a moment to 
look around at the vista: Pendle Hill; Accrington in 
the far distance; Burnley town and the Rossendale 
Hills beyond. Continue up the field ahead toward the 
railway bridge on the Colne to Preston line of the 
former East Lancashire Railway. After the railway 
bridge, turn right and walk down the field until you 
meet the path in front of the allotments. Turn right 
again, under the railway arch and you are at the rear 
of Barden Mill. Turn left onto the footpath alongside 
the mill to return to the car park.

Section 2

This begins at Bridge 135 where you continue 
along the towpath to Bridge 136. There is a garden 
centre here, on the opposite side of the canal across 
the bridge. For the walk continue under the bridge 
and turn left immediately afterwards off the towpath 
and onto a narrow lane. Continue down the lane, 

The walk marked on the 1850c 6 inch Ordenance Survey map. 
Barden Mill is at the bottom of the map.

Kennet at Reedley Marina.

passing an old farm in the process of renovation, 
until you reach the bridge over Pendle Water. The 
house on the other side of the river was the caretaker’s 
house for Jewel Mill, a former cotton mill which was 
demolished when the motorway was built. Go over 
the bridge and turn left and continue down the lane 
until you reach some cottages and out-houses. This 
little hamlet was well-known in days gone by. It was 
a tradition at Easter or holidays to walk to Pendle 
Hill, and people from the area would stop here to 
see Jack Moore’s monkey, Judy, which was kept in 
the out-buildings. There was a café and lots of stalls 
as well, a really busy, happy place. Walk on along the 
path till you come to a lane on the right which gives 
access to a farm. Go left along the road — formerly 
the main road from the A6068 until the motorway 
was built — and eventually you come again to Barden 
Lane. On the opposite side of the road, the end house 
used to be a pub. Turn left and take care crossing the 
bridge, and then look for a stile in the wall on the left. 
Go over the stile and follow the path up and right 
across the field, looking for sign for the stile. Carry 
on up the hill to Bridge 135 and return to the car park 
along the towpath.

Boats loading at Bank Hall Colliery, c1955.



A circular walk, starting and 
finishing at L&LC Bridge 134A. 

O.S. map 103, grid ref 841349
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The view over Pendle Hill from Barden Bridge, just next to 
Barden Mill car park.

This walk is made up of two different sections, which can 
be made into a single figure-of-eight walk if you wish. 
Both are easy and suitable for families. Sturdy shoes or 
trainers are advisable in wet weather. Walk 1 is about 1/

2
 

hour and Walk 2 is under an hour. Both walks start at 
Barden Mill car park, Barden Lane, Burnley. The Mill has 
plenty to offer to shopaholics, and there are two cafés, 
one overlooking the new marina. The walk plus a visit to 
the mill would make a pleasant day out for all the family. 
Note: take care on the road outside the Mill when gaining 
access to the towpath which is on the opposite side of the 
road bridge. 

A short walk towards Burnley would bring you to the site 
of Reedley Colliery, where boats loaded coal for delivery to 
local mills, as below.
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The Society encourages greater understanding and 
appreciation of the canal, ensuring that its traditions and 
heritage are recorded and continued. We hold lectures, 
arrange guided walks, and provide information about the 
canal’s history. A twice-yearly newsletter gives details of 
events and happenings, as well as publishing articles on 
the canal and its history.

Friends of Kennet 
The Society owns Kennet, an unconverted working 
boat. Partly funded by the Heritage Lottery, Kennet 
has displays about canal life, and moves to venues 
along the canal. 

Friends of Kennet help maintain and move the 
boat, and arranges training sessions in boat handling 
and other facets of canal life. We are delighted to 
hear from people who would like to sponsor work on 
Kennet or to give a donation.

Email: friendsofkennet@gmail.com


